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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY

**NRCS is partnering with National Agricultural Statistical Service (NASS) and other agencies to conduct a national assessment of environmental benefits and effects of 2002 Farm Bill programs.  This Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) has two components: a national assessment and watershed assessment studies.

   CEAP will be conducted using the National Resources Inventory as the sampling base for estimating the benefits of conservation practices.  From October to December 2003, NASS will conduct farmer surveys relative to cropland fields containing NRI sample points and gather information regarding farm-field level land management and data on conservation practices for these fields.  NASS, FSA, and NRCS are gathering information on applications of conservation practices and program participation.   

COMMUNITY GARDEN ASSISTS NEARLY 5900 FAMILIES—The Northwest Territory Resource Conservation & Development Council members partnered with NRCS staff to grow vegetables on 2½ acres at the Pinney Purdue Ag Center in Wanatah, Indiana.  The garden produced close to five tons of produce that was distributed to family food pantries and homeless shelters in Lake, Porter, and St. Joseph counties.  The food produced and delivered included sweet corn, potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, cantaloupe, melons, broccoli, and cabbage.  The pantries and homeless shelters directly placed a wholesale value of $20,000 on the vegetables, which have benefited a total of 5,882 families in the RC&D area.  The Kiwanis and Rotary clubs of Valparaiso assisted the RC&D members financially with this project, while Horticulture students of the Porter County Career Center assisted members in planting and harvesting. – Pam DeVoss-Herzog, Northwest Territory RC&D
IDEM SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED TO ST. JOSEPH RIVER WATERSHED INITIATIVE DIRECTOR—A Fort Wayne watershed advocate, dedicated to helping local farmers protect their land while also preserving the environment, received a state-funded scholarship to further her work of improving Indiana’s lakes, rivers, and streams.  Jane Loomis, executive director of the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative (SJRWI), is currently putting federal grant money issued from IDEM to work through local watershed education and outreach projects.
   The scholarship enabled Loomis to attend the national Watershed Partnerships Seminar, September 29-October 10 in Shepherdstown, WV.  The two-week program focused on community-based environmental planning, partnership building, and decision making within regional watershed locations.  Upon her return, Loomis will build upon her skills by continuing to implement successful monitoring, education, and outreach programs within the watershed to help educate Hoosiers about watershed health.  She will also work with local stakeholders to facilitate the development of the Cedar Creek Watershed Management Plan.
   By providing cost-share assistance to farmers, SJRWI is enabling them to implement resource protection measures such as conservation tillage, nutrient management, and pest management that will help protect the St. Joseph watershed. SJRWI is also implementing a water-monitoring project that will help determine sources of E-coli contamination in the watershed, as well as developing a watershed management plan for the Cedar Creek sub-watershed. – J. Kirby Thompson, St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative/Allen County SWCD
QUALITY QUOTE:  
   ”Be life long or short, its completeness depends on what it was live for.” – David Starr Jordan (1851-1931) Educator and writer
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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SWCS ANNOUNCES FALL MEETING—The Hoosier Chapter of SWCS will hold their annual fall meeting on November 20–21, 2003, at Purdue University in West Lafayette.  This year’s topic is Conservation and Food Safety.  A variety of speakers will discuss GMO’s, organic farming, food safety, and Purdue’s New Venture Team.  The meeting will also include a virtual tour of the new Purdue Food Science Building.  The evening banquet will feature an awards ceremony and keynote speaker Fred Whitford, who will discuss Pesticides and Food Safety.  A complete agenda and registration form is available at the Hoosier Chapter website, www.hoosierchapterswcs.org.  For more information or questions contact Jenny Vogel at (812) 346-3411, ext. 3, or e-mail jenny.vogel@in.usda.gov.  This meeting is open to all.  The deadline for registrations is November 7th.  Don’t miss out on this one!

*****

LAND USE CONFERENCE SET FOR NOVEMBER—Many communities are finding creative ways to address often-difficult land use issues.  These community efforts will be showcased at the Indiana Land Use Consortium’s upcoming conference, “Communities at the Crossroads VI—Communicating Models of Success,” on November 21 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Indianapolis. The keynote address features Maryland’s former governor Parris Glendening, one of the nation’s leading advocates for land use planning.

   For information about the Consortium or the conference, contact Jamie Palmer at 317-261-3046 or jlpalmer@iupui.edu. Conference information is also available from the Indiana Land Resources Council at 317-234-5262 or e-mail landresources@commerce.state.in.us, or online at http://www.indianalanduse.org.   

*****

MEYER’S TREE FARM HOSTS FORESTRY FIELD DAY—The Brown County SWCD and Hoosier Heartland RC&D Forestry Committee announce a Forestry Field Day scheduled for October 25, 2003, at Al and Ida Meyer’s property in Brown County, Indiana.  The program is designed to educate the public on the proper management skills to preserve and enhance the vital preservation of our forests.

   Topics which will be covered include:  Timber Stand Improvement, Harvesting – Best Management Practices, Forestry Management Techniques, Laws and Responsibilities, Wildlife Habitat Management, and Forestry Legacy Program.

   Plan to attend and enjoy a day full of fun with friends, beans and cornbread lunch, and priceless educational information.  For more information contact Scheryl Vaughn at the Hoosier Heartland RC&D, 317-290-3250, or Cathy Paradise at the Brown County SWCD, 812-988-2211.
*****

FORESTRY FIELD DAY PLANNED—A Forestry Field Day will be held October 22, from 3:00-6:00 p.m., at the Justin Miller property located east of New Paris, just west of the intersection of County Road 29 and County Road 25. “Forestry 101” will be a walking tour of basic forest management practices.  Topics will include Cost Share and Other Assistance Available, Timber Stand Improvement-- Weeding Your Woodland, Planning a Harvest Cutting, and Managing Your Woodland for Wildlife. The Elkhart, Kosciusko, and St. Joseph County SWCDs are sponsors of the annual event, along with NRCS, Purdue Cooperative Extension Service, Arrow Head Country RC&D, Northwest Territory RC&D, Wood-Land-Lakes RC&D, and IDNR’s Division of Soil Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife, and Division of Forestry.

   Register by calling the Elkhart County SWCD at (574) 533-3630, ext. 3; Kosciusko County SWCD at (574) 267-7445, ext. 3; or the St. Joseph County SWCD at (574) 291-2300. – Nancy Brown, Elkhart County SWCD

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Oct 22 – Three-County Forestry Field Day, Miller property, east of New Paris

Oct 25 – Forestry Field Day, Meyer property, Brown County

Oct 28-29 – IDEA Training Conference, Fourwinds Resort, Bloomington

Nov 15 - Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, 

   Fort Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Nov 21 - Annual Communities at the Crossroads Conference, Crown Plaza
   Hotel, Indianapolis
Nov 20-21 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Purdue University,

   West Lafayette

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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