“PARTNERSHIP TODAY”

FOR THE INDIANA CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP (ICP)

ISSUE 238
                                              October 29, 2003

***************************************************************************

ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY

** Heads-Up!  Local Work Groups will need to convene between now and early December to update county EQIP Ranking Criteria for 2004.  Guidelines were given out at the recent Area Meetings. Counties may use maps or questions for ranking, and there should be from 5 to 20 items (maps or questions or a mix).  Local ranking materials will be sent to the NRCS State Office Technology Staff on December 12th for review and to be put into the state’s EQIP Internet site.  All reviews will be complete and materials returned to the counties by January 16, 2004.  If there any questions about this process, call Bruce Milligan, Susan McLoud, or Beth Clarizia at the state office.

BROWN RECEIVES ACHIEVEMENT AWARD—NRCS State Agronomist Darrell Brown received high honors at the Harvest Reunion during this year’s Purdue University Homecoming on October 4.  The Purdue Agronomy Department honored Darrell with the Agronomic Achievement Award for his notable contributions to the agronomic profession and industry.  Dr. Don Franzmeier and Dr. Eileen Kladivko recommended Darrell for this award.  To receive this award, you must be an alumnus or friend of the Agronomy Department and must be recommended by a member of their faculty or staff.

   Darrell began his career with NRCS (then SCS) as a student trainee in June of 1967 and accepted a permanent position as a Soil Scientist after graduation in 1970.  In his current position as State Agronomist, Darrell has the responsibility for keeping the field staff updated on the latest agronomic technology.  He is currently working on overseeing the transfer of the new Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE2) to the field staff and updating and maintaining the Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG) for each field office.  To further Indiana’s lead, Darrell served on the NRCS National FOTG Committee and the National USDA Committee on RUSLE2.  Other areas of involvement include Grazing Land Conservation Initiative, National Agricultural Pesticide Risk Analysis, Earthworm Research, Agronomy Diagnostic Training Center, Winter Crop Management Seminars, Tillage Transect Data for CTIC in Coordination with Soil and Water Quality Programs and Education, Purdue/NRCS Farm Bill Committee, Indiana Certified Crop Advisor’s Board, and RUSLE Coordinator.
   Congratulations, Darrell!
MUDDY FORK NEARS COMPLETION—The Muddy Fork of Silver Creek Watershed Conservancy District Board of Directors hosted an open house site inspection of its newly constructed Structure Number 6.  Carl Popp, Chairman of the Conservancy District, introduced the Board of Directors and local officials and presented an overview of the watershed project that began in 1964.  State Conservationist Jane Hardisty thanked the Board of Directors and the local officials for their many years of dedicated support and work to bring the project near completion.  One more structure is scheduled to be constructed to finish the project.
   Sheldon Dynes, NRCS Project Engineer, explained the construction process.  As the group walked across the top of the dam and through the emergency spillway, the specifications of the flood control structure were explained to the group.  The open house concluded with a luncheon allowing participants to visit with the Board of Directors and NRCS staff. – Harold Thompson, Indianapolis
FOREST SOILS WORKSHOP—The 23rd Annual Central States Forest Soils Workshop was held at Scottsburg on October 14-16, 2003. The event drew 121 attendees from six states. Attendees included representatives from three federal agencies, four divisions of IDNR, Indiana Department of Health, Purdue University, three SWCD’s, The Nature Conservancy, three private companies, as well as students from the University of Toledo and Purdue University, several retirees, and numerous private consultants in forestry and soils.  Tour stops included timber harvest and Nature Preserves in Clark State Forest, timber stand improvement and forest management on private property, a WRP site, eight soil pits, the Forest Discovery Center, and Koetter Woodworking Mill.
   The workshop was sponsored by Indiana NRCS, USFS, Purdue University, IDNR, Indiana Society of American Foresters, Indiana Association of Professional Soil Classifiers, Hoosier Chapter of SWCS, and Scott County SWCD.  The 2003 Planning Committee thanks all sponsors and attendees, especially those who assisted in putting on the workshop.  Next year’s workshop will be held near Hazard, Kentucky. The workshop will return to Indiana in 2009. – Gary Struben, Indianapolis

PARTNERS FOR RECLAMATION HOST 2ND ANNUAL TOUR—The second annual fall tour of the Partners for Reclamation was held in Sullivan County on October 7. The Abandoned Mined Land Committee of Sycamore Trails RC&D is the parent of the Partners for Reclamation project.  The touring group contained members from county, state, and federal governments, U.S. Senate representatives, private landowners, and other interested folks.  To view how the Partners and private landowners came together to accomplish mutual goals, the group visited four sites that had been restored to improve water quality and diminish safety hazards and economic loss.  The Horrell family of Melon Acres in Oaktown loaned an old school bus to the RC&D to help with transportation to the sites. The tour ended at noon at the Sullivan County Elks Club with an excellent lunch provided by the Indiana DNR, Division of Reclamation.  During the luncheon, a poster display of other projects was presented along with good conservation between a wide spectrum of people interested in a quality environment. – Bruce Finkbiner, Project Coordinator
OWEN COUNTY SWCD RECEIVES GRANT—Recently, three 14-digit Watersheds in Owen County were selected to participate in the CORE 4 Conservation Initiative.  The targeted watersheds are located in southwest Owen County encompassing 32,455 acres that drain into the Lower White River, which has been deemed impaired by IDEM.  IDEM’s Watershed Management Section 319 Grants Program that is funded by EPA awarded the CORE 4 Conservation Initiative Grant to the Owen County SWCD.  Gwen Dieter, district coordinator, wrote the grant proposal which was submitted to IDEM last year. It was awarded to the SWCD on October 1, 2003. The Owen County SWCD Supervisors will administer the project.

   The purpose of the CORE 4 Conservation Initiative Project is to develop and implement a cost-share program to install best management practices that demonstrate the effectiveness of the CORE 4 Conservation program, and to address all of the four conservation concerns (conservation tillage, crop nutrient management, weed and pest management, and buffer installation). – Bruce Finkbiner, Project Coordinator
QUALITY QUOTE:  

   ”Success isn’t permanent, and failure isn’t fatal.” - Mike Ditka, Professional football coach
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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PROJECT WET WORKSHOP PLANNED—The Tippecanoe SWCD will hold a Project WET workshop on November 10 and 12 from 6-9 p.m. at the Lafayette USDA Service Center. Participants must attend both nights in order to complete the workshop. Cost is $15 to cover the cost of the curriculum guide given to each participant who completes the 6-hour workshop.  The guide includes over 90 innovative, interdisciplinary activities that are hands-on, easy to use and FUN!  Project WET is great for K-12 classrooms, pre-schools, youth organizational leaders, resource personnel, community educators and others. Anyone interested in attending should contact Angie Tilton at angela-tilton@iaswcd.org or 765-474-9992, ext. 111.

*****

SWCS ANNOUNCES FALL MEETING—The Hoosier Chapter of SWCS will hold their annual fall meeting on November 20–21, 2003, at Purdue University in West Lafayette.  This year’s topic is Conservation and Food Safety.  A variety of speakers will discuss GMO’s, organic farming, food safety, and Purdue’s New Venture Team.  The meeting will also include a virtual tour of the new Purdue Food Science Building.  The evening banquet will feature an awards ceremony and keynote speaker Fred Whitford, who will discuss Pesticides and Food Safety.  A complete agenda and registration form is available at the Hoosier Chapter website, www.hoosierchapterswcs.org.  For more information or questions contact Jenny Vogel at (812) 346-3411, ext. 3, or e-mail jenny.vogel@in.usda.gov.  This meeting is open to all.  The deadline for registrations is November 7th.  Don’t miss out on this one!
*****

LAND USE CONFERENCE SET FOR NOVEMBER—Many communities are finding creative ways to address often-difficult land use issues.  These community efforts will be showcased at the Indiana Land Use Consortium’s upcoming conference, “Communities at the Crossroads VI—Communicating Models of Success,” on November 21 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Indianapolis. The keynote address features Maryland’s former governor Parris Glendening, one of the nation’s leading advocates for land use planning.

   For information about the Consortium or the conference, contact Jamie Palmer at 317-261-3046 or jlpalmer@iupui.edu. Conference information is also available from the Indiana Land Resources Council at 317-234-5262 or e-mail landresources@commerce.state.in.us, or online at http://www.indianalanduse.org.   

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Nov 10,12 – Project WET Workshop, Lafayette USDA Service Center

Nov 11 – VETERAN’S DAY

Nov 15 - Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, 

   Fort Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Nov 21 - Annual Communities at the Crossroads Conference, Crown Plaza

   Hotel, Indianapolis
Nov 20-21 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Purdue University,

   West Lafayette

Nov 27 – THANKSGIVING DAY

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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