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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY

**It is always a pleasure to meet with people of other countries who are interested in conservation. On October 31, I had such an opportunity to meet with a number of high-ranking Brazilian government representatives who had a great interest in ag policy in conjunction with conservation. The Nature Conservancy Worldwide Office representatives brought the group to Indiana to introduce them to land management techniques used in the U.S. to protect natural resources in an agricultural landscape. They visited a variety of federal, state, local and private protected areas where they talked with experts on land management, agriculture, and conservation programs.

   The Brazilians were particularly interested in learning how we deliver conservation to the private landowner. At the Commissioner of Agriculture’s office where we met, I spoke to them about delivering conservation assistance and cost-share programs. My presentation described the Conservation Partnership and the importance of the local, state, federal coalition in delivery conservation.  This group of senior policy officials had many questions since there is no entity like NRCS and the Conservation Partnership in Brazil.
**Awareness of cultural diversity is a critically important aspect of our lives at NRCS. I appreciate those who provide this awareness training and serve as special emphasis program managers (SEPM).  Last month, Marcia Droege, SEPM of the Disabled Employment Program, provided training along with a luncheon at the state office for interested employees. To celebrate Native American History Month, Nils Landin, SEPM for the Native American Program, provided an informational presentation on November 6 at the state office during a special luncheon.  Thank you Marcia, Nils, and all special emphasis program managers for all you do!  
eFOTG—What’s in it for me?—Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.  Technical guides used in each field office are localized so that they apply specifically to the geographic area for which they are prepared.  These documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTGs).  Appropriate parts of the FOTGs are automated as data bases, computer programs and other electronic-based materials.  The Indiana FOTG can be found at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/, and then click on Indiana on the national map.

   In this Partnership Today issue we will take a brief look at Section I of the FOTG—General Resource References.  In this section you will find these main folders: Cost Data, Erosion Prediction, Laws, Maps, Reference List, and Tools. Some of the items you can find under these folders are:

**Average Annual Precipitation
**Cost Reference List

**Glacial Outwash

**Gully Erosion

**Indiana Bedrock

**Indiana Hydrological Units

**Indiana Karst Topography

**Indiana NRCS Administrative Areas

**Major Land Resource Areas

**Physiographic Regions

**Plant Zones

**Prime Farmland

**Quarternary Deposits

**Soil Regions of Indiana

**Soil Surveys

**State Average Costs

**Unconsolidated Deposits

   Section I contains information for use in understanding natural resources of the field office service area or in making decisions about resources use and management systems. – Indiana Web Committee

FIELD DAY TAKES HISTORICAL TURN—Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation and Development Council’s Forestry Committee, along with the Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources hosted a forestry field day on October 25 at the Meyer Tree Farm.  In spite of the pouring rain and intermittent storms, over 55 people stayed throughout the morning for presentations by professional foresters, industry representatives, and agency personnel about forestry management techniques; best management practices in harvesting; laws and responsibilities; wildlife habitat management, and the Forest Legacy Program.  Many of those in attendance were graduates of the 8-week course “Forestry Management for the Private Woodland Owner”, sponsored annually by the Hoosier Heartland RC&D and Purdue Extension Service.

   The Meyer’s Tree Farm is an accumulation of numerous tracts of land over a period of 40 years.  Today, the farm acreage totals over 800 acres, and 460 of those acres were entered into the Forest Legacy program at the field day.  The Legacy program, established by Congress as part of the 1990 Farm Bill, helps identify and protect environmentally important forest lands that are threatened by conversion to non-forest uses.  To commemorate the day, IDNR Deputy Director John Davis and Assistant State Forester Dan Ernst made a prestigious presentation to the property owners, Mr. and Mrs. Al Meyer.  Both congratulated the Meyers on their outstanding forestry stewardship and conservation ethic in managing their forest.

   The first tracts of the Tree Farm showed up at the U.S. Government Land Office in Indianapolis around 1820 to 1850 with approximately 20 owners.  Much of the virgin wood was cleared for cultivating the land for general farming use and orchards.  At that time, the hill farms were preferred over the bottomlands (malaria swamps).  By the end of WWI, cleared land was eroding and reverting back to brush and woods.  The terrain consists of both creek bottoms and ridge land, which slopes in all directions.  The Meyers have worked through the years to improve their properties.  They have used conservation and best management practices to prevent erosion and increase the wooded areas. – Becky Fletcher, Hoosier Heartland RC&D 

NOBLE COUNTY HOSTS STATE SOIL JUDGING CONTEST—The chance only comes once every ninety-one years, but recently many folks from Noble County got the privilege to see first hand what it was like to run and host the Indiana State Soil Judging Competition.

   The Noble County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), along with Purdue University and its Extension Agents and the Natural Resources Conservation Service, had been preparing for this event for over a week. Besides a little wet weather in the morning, the contest (which hosted over 400 area high school students) went smoothly.

   Earlier in the year over 3,000 students competed in county events around the state, and then the field was narrowed to the top four teams in each of ten districts. These winning district teams competed on Saturday, October 25th. The competition involved examining the soil to a depth of 4 feet in specially dug pits, identifying its characteristics, and then making recommendations for land use, erosion control and suitable cropping or vegetation cover. Contestants’ evaluations are then compared with the official descriptions made by soil experts.

   The first day (Friday) involved study of ten practice holes at the Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center. The second day (Saturday) the students were bused to an undisclosed site (Dorothy Londt homestead) for the actual competition. They were then shuttled back to the Wolf Lake Elementary School to be served lunch by the Noble County SWCD Board, office staff (including NRCS and IDNR) and their families. 

   Winning teams will advance to the National Competition in Oklahoma City. Winners from Saturday’s competition include: Southmont FFA in the Junior Division; North Miami 4H in the Senior 4H Division; Columbia City FFA in the Senior FFA division; North Miami Master FFA in the Master Division; and Glen Jones coach of North Miami FFA Chapter for the high overall team. Many awards were handed out during the conclusion of the competition. – Stacey McGinnis, Noble County SWCD
QUALITY QUOTE:  

   ”Minds are like parachutes—they only function when open.” – Thomas Dewar
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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JOB OPENINGS WITH JOHNSON COUNTY SWCD—The Johnson County SWCD is hiring two positions for its 319 Youngs Creek Watershed Implementation Grant.  We are taking resumes until November 26 for a Conservation Resource Coordinator (full-time) and an Agriculture Resource Specialist (part-time). Visit our website at www.swcd.org for more information. If you have questions, please call Jennifer Bockting at 317-736-9540.

*****

DNR ANNOUNCES TRAINING—“Healthy Water Healthy People” training will be held November 14 in Indianapolis. Contact Marie at the NREC at 317-562-1338 or nrec@dnr.state.in.us. This new curriculum is from the developers of Project WET and is filled with 25 hands-on activities related to water monitoring.  It is the perfect curriculum supplement for formal or non-formal educators using Hoosier Riverwatch. Priority will be given to participants who have completed a Riverwatch or Project WET workshop.  The $30 materials, which include the HWHP Activity Guide and Testing Kit Manual, will be provided for free.  You can find more information and a registration form at www.in.gov/dnr/soilcons/wet/events.htm. If you cannot attend the training, these materials can be purchased for $30 from Project WET Coordinator Susan Schultz or from the www.healthywater.org website for $40.  In addition, be sure to check out the excellent “Resources” link on this website!
   Also, “Protecting Our Watershed” training will be held on November 15 in Indianapolis.  A new community action guide from Earth Force/GREEN guides your middle/high school class or adult watershed organization through the process of analyzing your water quality data, determining where problems may exist in your watershed, and taking action in your community to protect water quality.  This workshop is only open to participants who have completed Riverwatch Level 1 and/or Level 2 training.  The $65 guide, posters, and tips cards will be provided for free.  This class is limited to the first 25 registered.  You can also purchase these materials without attending a workshop via www.earthforce.org.   Contact Marie at the NREC at nrec@dnr.state.in.us or 317-562-1338.– Lynn Hartman, Hoosier Riverwatch 

*****

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND CCA CONFERENCE—Make plans to attend the Indiana CCA Conference, December 16-17, 2003, at the Adam’s Mark Airport in Indianapolis.  For more information see the convention brochure at http://www.indianacca.org/Meetings/CCA_2003.pdf. The agenda includes topics on Nutrient Management, Pest Management, Crop Management, and Soil & Water Management. 
   Soil & Water Management speakers include:

**State Conservationist Jane Hardisty, TSP Update
**Barry Fisher, NRCS, Successful High Residue Management Systems
**Mike Hubbs, NRCS Soil Quality Institute, Soil Quality Concepts

**Dan Towery, CTIC, No-Till Impacts on Soil Fertility and Nutrient cycling

**Jeff Frey, USGS, Effects of Agricultural Inputs on Fish Communities

**Sylvie Brouder, Purdue University, Understanding Factors the Control N Loss in Tile Drainage Water

**Jim Gammon, DePauw University, Rivers, Fish and Agriculture

**Doug Beegle, Penn State University, What are Some Indicators of P Loss Potential
 – Tony Bailey, Indianapolis

*****

SWCS ANNOUNCES FALL MEETING—The Hoosier Chapter of SWCS will hold their annual fall meeting on November 20–21, 2003, at Purdue University in West Lafayette.  This year’s topic is Conservation and Food Safety.  A variety of speakers will discuss GMO’s, organic farming, food safety, and Purdue’s New Venture Team.  The meeting will also include a virtual tour of the new Purdue Food Science Building.  The evening banquet will feature an awards ceremony and keynote speaker Fred Whitford, who will discuss Pesticides and Food Safety.  A complete agenda and registration form is available at the Hoosier Chapter website, www.hoosierchapterswcs.org.  For more information or questions contact Jenny Vogel at (812) 346-3411, ext. 3, or e-mail jenny.vogel@in.usda.gov.  This meeting is open to all.  The deadline for registrations is November 7th.  Don’t miss out on this one!
*****

LAND USE CONFERENCE SET FOR NOVEMBER—Many communities are finding creative ways to address often-difficult land use issues.  These community efforts will be showcased at the Indiana Land Use Consortium’s upcoming conference, “Communities at the Crossroads VI—Communicating Models of Success,” on November 21 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Indianapolis. The keynote address features Maryland’s former governor Parris Glendening, one of the nation’s leading advocates for land use planning.

   For information about the Consortium or the conference, contact Jamie Palmer at 317-261-3046 or jlpalmer@iupui.edu. Conference information is also available from the Indiana Land Resources Council at 317-234-5262 or e-mail landresources@commerce.state.in.us, or online at http://www.indianalanduse.org.   

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Nov 14 – “Healthy Water Healthy People” training, Indianapolis

Nov 15 - Hoosier Riverwatch’s “Protecting Our Watersheds Training,” 

   Fort Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Nov 21 - Annual Communities at the Crossroads Conference, Crown Plaza

   Hotel, Indianapolis
Nov 20-21 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Purdue University,

   West Lafayette

Nov 27 – THANKSGIVING DAY

Dec 16-17 – Indiana CCA Conference, Adam’s Mark Airport, Indianapolis

Jan 4-7, 2004 – SWCD Annual Conference, Marriott Hotel, Indianapolis

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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