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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

PARTNERS HONORED AT THE ROLAND RIPARIAN RESTORATION DEDICATION—NRCS and IDNR’s Division of Fish and Wildlife were among those honored last month at the dedication of the Roland Riparian Restoration.  After much planning and hard work, the wetland restoration project provides a model for private land owners on the benefits of riparian restoration.

   In the past, Indiana was rich in extensive bottomland hardwood forests, wetlands, and riparian areas. Historical accounts tell of wide river and stream bottoms with wetlands and swamps teaming with wildlife.  As pioneer settlers arrived, they cleared, drained, and converted the floodplains adjacent to rivers and streams in southern Indiana to agricultural farmland. When the Hoosier National Forest acquired tracts of land along the Lost River, planning began immediately to restore the land to its pre-settlement condition. 
   Partners in the restoration include the Hoosier National Forest, IDNR’s Division of Fish and Wildlife, NRCS, Ducks Unlimited, Americorps, Throop Elementary School of Paoli, Paoli and Bedford North Lawrence High Schools, Monroe County YMCA, National Wild Turkey Federation, and the Arbor Day Foundation.  Working with NRCS and IDNR, five levees were designed to connect drainage breaks in the natural levees along the river.  The levee area was laid out with islands and then IDNR equipment operators moved in to begin work.
   When the area was ready, 2,000 trees were planted with the help of students from the area.  “This project is an excellent example of including the educational component in the partnership effort,” said NRCS Assistant State Conservationist Harold Thompson. “The students not only assisted with tree planting, but also learned valuable lessons on wildlife, forestry, and wetlands.”
   Currently, five pools with approximately 62 acres of water offers habitat for amphibians, migratory waterfowl, wading birds and several other wildlife species. The entire project, covering 110 acres of the Hoosier National Forest, provides a healthier watershed, reduces flooding, and improves water quality.

HOOSIER CHAPTER SWCS CONNECTS CONSERVATION AND FOOD SAFETY—The Hoosier Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society's (SWCS) annual meeting on November 20-21, 2003, at Purdue University's Stewart Center provided excellent training on the connections between soil and water conservation and food safety.  Hosting the meeting at Purdue seemed to be a "natural connection" given that a part of the session featured a "virtual" tour of Purdue's new Food Science Building, where extensive research on food safety issues are conducted.   The highlights of the tour included the lab in which Purdue partners with NASA to conduct food science research and the elegant basement lounge honoring the vintner work of Dr. Richard P. Vine.

   Another highlight of the meeting was a videoconference "hookup" with Steve Engleking, Extension Educator in LaGrange County, who led a discussion from his office on "Getting Started in Organic Farming."  Steve reviewed the requirements, now nationally standardized, to become a "certified organic" producer.  He mentioned some of the work he has done in the area to organize local dairy producers into an organic milk co-op.

   The informational part of the professional development session was "kicked off" by an energetic Jerry Nelson, director of Purdue's New Venture Team.  Jerry explained that the role of the Team is to assist Hoosier producers in obtaining resources and training in order to develop new agricultural and related enterprises that add value to basic products.  Jerry explained that less than one in ten attempts to begin a new ag enterprise is successful, and the team is working with producers to make the "odds" better.  He explained the concepts of "new generation" cooperatives, which use the concepts of shareholders and stock, but also involve the delivery of a "share" of the product.  Jerry noted that these coops operate by following a concept expressed by Don Nugent, CEO of Graceland Fruit in Michigan, which supplies much of the dried fruit for breakfast cereals: "we need to produce what customers want to buy, not try to sell what we want to produce."  Resources and links from the Purdue New Ventures Team can be obtained from the web site: www.agecon.purdue.edu/newventures
   Doug Murray, a private Integrated Pest Management specialist working with organic and commercial fruit growers in southwestern Michigan, shared his views on "food safety."  He explained that food safety and nutrition are interconnected and safe food begins with quality soil, resulting in healthy food and people.  

   Due to being called away for an emergency food security meeting, Richard Linton was not able to give his presentation on "Food Safety and Agriculture."  However, his research assistant, Anne Guentert provided an excellent overview of the key practices those involved in the food chain need to use in order to keep food safe from the field or pen to the table.  She explained that many times food-borne diseases are caused by agents (bacteria, fungus, etc.) affecting the food during handling, processing and transport, long after it has left the farm.  Anne reviewed the major food-borne diseases and their respective causes.  She also measured the progress being made by the food industry in combating the enemies of food safety.

   Joe Anderson, a researcher with USDA's Agricultural Research Service, provided an overview of the technologies employed to produce genetically modified organisms (GMOs).  He provided a description of the main research initiatives being used to transfer gene traits from one species to another to enhance pest resistance, nutrition or other benefits.  Purdue Professor Marshall Martin reviewed some of the policy and social aspects of GMO food production.  He stated that in 2002, there were 145 million acres of GMO crops produced in the world; that's eleven times greater than Indiana's cropland area.  The United States and Argentina are the major producers of GMO crops, but other countries like China are becoming important "players" as well.  

   Fred Whitford, director of Purdue Pesticide Programs, addressed the issues of pesticides and food safety for the participants at the Chapter's awards banquet.  Fred, in his engaging and humorous style, detailed the many benefits provided by the safe use of pesticides to provide safe and cheap food, especially for consumers in the U.S., despite the perception and fear by many that pesticides are a major contributor to degraded soil and water quality.  Fred detailed the rigorous research and regulation that goes into the development and use of pesticides in food production.  He encouraged the Chapter's members and others involved in soil and water conservation to share science-based information about safe food and feed production that benefits the societies of this nation and the world.

   Hoosier Chapter SWCS is part of a national professional organization of more than 6,500 members whose mission is to foster the science and art of soil, water and related natural resource management to achieve sustainability.  The Hoosier Chapter involves more than 200 members who are professionally involved in soil and water conservation.  The Chapter has won numerous national awards for the protection and advocacy of the wise use of soil, water and other natural resources.  Persons interested in this mission are invited to join the Hoosier Chapter.  More information about membership and Chapter activities is available at www.hoosierchapterswcs.org. - Gene Matzat, SWCS Professional Development Committee

QUALITY QUOTE:  

   ”You cannot live a ‘perfect’ day without doing something for someone who will never be able to repay you.” – John Wooden
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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HEART OF AMERICA GRAZING CONFERENCE—The Heart of American Grazing Conference will be held January 21-22, 2004, at the Holiday Inn Conference Center at the Airport in Evansville, Indiana. The conference presenters from all over the nation will speak on various topics, such as Selecting Animals for Pastures, Maximizing Dry Matter Intake from Pastures, Economics of Grazing, Extending the Grazing Season Using Brassicas and Small Grains, and Low Stress Livestock Handling on Pasture. The second day breakout sessions will give participants a host of options with specific topics.

   The $45 registration fee covers all program materials and meals for both days.  If you prefer to attend only one day, the fee for January 21 is $20, and is $25 for January 22. After January 12, prices increase to $60 for total registration, $25 for January 21, and $35 for January 22. For registration information, contact Victor Shelton at victor.shelton@in.usda.gov or 812-882-8210.  You may also contact Susannah Hole at 812-346-3411, ext. 8, or Jerry Perkins at 260-484-5080, ext. 8. 

*****

ST.JOSEPH RIVER WATER QUALITY DATA PROJECT RESULTS PRESENTED—This month the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative (SJRWI), in partnership with the City of Fort Wayne and the Biology Department of IPFW, will present the final results of a two-year grant project to create a database of water quality data and Geographic Information System (GIS) of the St. Joseph watershed. The St. Joseph River is the sole source of municipal drinking water for the City of Fort Wayne and has a watershed that extends from its headwaters in Hillsdale, Michigan, through northwest Ohio and northeast Indiana to Fort Wayne. 

   The watershed initiative, through grant funding awarded by IDEM, has been monitoring water quality at as many as 22 locations throughout the watershed since 1996.  The combined field and lab results have formed one of the most extensive databases of watershed water quality of its kind in Indiana.  The GIS associated with the water quality database includes spatial information on monitoring sites, natural features, land uses including Best Management Practices, aerial photography, and locations of point-source pollution.

   At each presentation, SJRWI Executive Director Jane Loomis will outline the details of the system and explain how it can be used to spatially connect area land uses to the quality of water within the watershed. She will also describe how this GIS can be integrated with other water quality monitoring programs throughout the watershed.  The SJRWI expects the database and GIS will be an important planning and evaluation tool for watershed residents, local governments, and other agencies.  The SJRWI will provide copies of the final database and GIS to local agency representatives throughout the watershed. All interested agencies, non-profit groups, producers, and agricultural chemical applicators are invited to attend these presentations. 

   Presentations will take place on December 10, 9:00 a.m. at the Allen County SWCD office in Fort Wayne; December 11, 1:00 p.m. at the Steuben County Community Center in Angola; and December 16, 8:30 a.m. at the Noble County SWCD office in Albion.  Contact the SJRWI at 260-484-5848 for further details. – Kirby Thompson, Natural Resources Project Manager

*****

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND CCA CONFERENCE—Make plans to attend the Indiana CCA Conference, December 16-17, 2003, at the Adam’s Mark Airport in Indianapolis.  For more information see the convention brochure at http://www.indianacca.org/Meetings/CCA_2003.pdf. The agenda includes topics on Nutrient Management, Pest Management, Crop Management, and Soil & Water Management. 
   Soil & Water Management speakers include:

**State Conservationist Jane Hardisty, TSP Update
**Barry Fisher, NRCS, Successful High Residue Management Systems
**Mike Hubbs, NRCS Soil Quality Institute, Soil Quality Concepts

**Dan Towery, CTIC, No-Till Impacts on Soil Fertility and Nutrient cycling

**Jeff Frey, USGS, Effects of Agricultural Inputs on Fish Communities

**Sylvie Brouder, Purdue University, Understanding Factors the Control N Loss in Tile Drainage Water

**Jim Gammon, DePauw University, Rivers, Fish and Agriculture

**Doug Beegle, Penn State University, What are Some Indicators of P Loss Potential
 – Tony Bailey, Indianapolis

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Dec 10 – SJRWI Presentation, Allen County SWCD, Fort Wayne

Dec 11 – SJRWI Presentation, Steuben County Community Center, Angola

Dec 16 – SJRWI Presentation, Noble County SWCD, Albion

Dec 16-17 – Indiana CCA Conference, Adam’s Mark Airport, Indianapolis

Jan 4-7, 2004 – SWCD Annual Conference, Marriott Hotel, Indianapolis

Jan 21-22 – Heart of America Grazing Conference, Holiday Inn Conf

   Center at the Airport, Evansville

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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