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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**Once again the holidays are upon us.  I want to take this opportunity to wish each of you a happy and safe holiday season.  Enjoy your time off with family and friends and get that much needed rest and relaxation you all deserve.

   The Conservation Partnership accomplished much for conservation this past year and can be proud of the assistance we provided to private landowners across Indiana.  As we move onward, we have great opportunities for conservation during 2004 and can look forward to putting forth our best efforts as we return to our respective offices the beginning of the New Year. 
WELCOME NEW NRCS EMPLOYEES—NRCS welcomes five new employees to our Indiana workforce. At the state office, Stephen Ball comes to us from Indiana University as our new Cultural Resources Specialist. Karen Dearlove has been hired as the RC&D Coordinator for the Lincoln Hills RC&D in Cannelton. An addition to the Rensselaer Tech Team is Ag Engineer Alyson Keaton. Two new employees are located at the Lafayette office: Deborah Duley, field office assistant, and Steven Bennett, IT specialist.

   We look forward to working with all of you!
QUALITY QUOTE:  

   ”Only you can be yourself. No one else is qualified for the job.” – Unknown Author
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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FOREST MANAGEMENT COURSE OFFERED—Hoosier Heartland RC&D announces a course on Forest Management for the Private Woodland Owner. The course will run 8 consecutive weeks at two locations from 6:30-9:00 p.m. each week. On Monday evenings from January 12 through March 1 the course will be held at Twin Lakes Lodge in Bloomington, IN. On Tuesday evenings from January 13 through March 2 it will be held at the Brown County Public Library in Nashville, IN. 

   The course includes: Forest Resource & Tree Identification, Managing the Woodland Investment, Forest Biology, Tree Measurement & Woodland Inventory, Forest and Plantation Culture, Timber Marketing and Harvesting, Wildlife Management, and Record Keeping and Timber Taxation.

   The cost is $85, which covers the course, class handouts, notebook, and a tree measuring stick. Advanced registrations need to be submitted by January 8, 2004, to John Seifert, Southeast Purdue Agriculture Center, P.O. Box 216, Butlerville, IN 47223.  If you have questions, contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D office at 317-290-3250. 

*****

HEART OF AMERICA GRAZING CONFERENCE—The Heart of American Grazing Conference will be held January 21-22, 2004, at the Holiday Inn Conference Center at the Airport in Evansville, Indiana. The conference presenters from all over the nation will speak on various topics, such as Selecting Animals for Pastures, Maximizing Dry Matter Intake from Pastures, Economics of Grazing, Extending the Grazing Season Using Brassicas and Small Grains, and Low Stress Livestock Handling on Pasture. The second day breakout sessions will give participants a host of options with specific topics.

   The $45 registration fee covers all program materials and meals for both days.  If you prefer to attend only one day, the fee for January 21 is $20, and is $25 for January 22. After January 12, prices increase to $60 for total registration, $25 for January 21, and $35 for January 22. For registration information, contact Victor Shelton at victor.shelton@in.usda.gov or 812-882-8210.  You may also contact Susannah Hole at 812-346-3411, ext. 8, or Jerry Perkins at 260-484-5080, ext. 8. 

*****

SWCS EXTENDS DEADLINE--The deadline for the call for papers for the 2004 SWCS Annual Conference has been extended to December 19.  All abstracts must reach the SWCS office by this date in order to be considered for presentation.  This extension includes oral and symposia presentation for concurrent sessions and poster displays.  Abstracts can be submitted in one of three ways: 

**SWCS website (www.swcs.org/t_what_callforpapers04.htm)
**Email to nancy.herselius@swcs.org
**Fax to 515-289-1227

   Direct questions to Nancy Herselius at the above email address or 515-289-2331, ext. 17.

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jan 4-7, 2004 – SWCD Annual Conference, Marriott Hotel, Indianapolis

Jan 12-Mar 1 (Mondays) – Forest Management for Private Woodland Owner,

   Twin Lakes Lodge, Bloomington

Jan 13-Mar 2 (Tuesdays) - Forest Management for Private Woodland Owner,

   Brown County Public Library, Nashville

Jan 19 – Martin Luther King’s Birthday Observed

Jan 21-22 – Heart of America Grazing Conference, Holiday Inn Conf

   Center at the Airport, Evansville

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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