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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**The proposed rule for the Conservation Security Program (CSP) is now available for comment.  The public may access it on the NRCS national home page at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov.  The comment period ends on March 2, 2004.  We will soon send a packet of informational materials to the field offices to help you get the word out on CSP.
   CSP is a voluntary conservation program to support ongoing conservation stewardship of agricultural lands by providing payments to producers who maintain and enhance the condition of natural resources.  The program will identify and reward those farmers who are meeting the highest standards of conservation and environmental management of their operations.  It will also create incentives for other producers to meet those same standards of conservation performance.  In short, “CSP will reward the best and motivate the rest.”

**Congratulations to the Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Div. of Soil Conservation, for a very successful and informative annual conference!

CLARK COUNTY SWCD RECEIVES GOVERNOR’S AWARD—The Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District, along with the Clark County Solid Waste Management District, the City of Charlestown, the City of Jeffersonville, the town of Clarksville, the town on Sellersburg, and the Clark County Commissioners, received a Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence for their partnership in establishing a permanent Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center.  The Clark County SWCD contributed funds through the Clean Water Indiana Program to develop a local solution to statewide concerns by targeting non-point source pollution and the diversion of household hazardous waste from the landfill.  The award was presented at the annual Indiana Governor’s Conference on the Environment. – Tami Kruer, Clark County SWCD      
QUALITY QUOTE:  

   “Help others get ahead. You will always stand taller with someone else on your shoulders.” – Beverly Sills, Opera singer
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.

********************************************************************

ICP BULLETIN BOARD – January 14, 2004
********************************************************************

POLLUTION PREVENTION WORKSHOP ANNOUNCED—Attention home builders, utility and excavating contractors, developers, engineers, and all who are interested in preventing pollution! The Implementation of Pollution Prevention on Construction Sites Workshop will be held for you on February 10, 2004, at the Farm Bureau Building of the Indiana State Fair Grounds. This workshop is sponsored by the Hamilton, Hendricks, and Marion County SWCDs, IDNR, IDEM, and the Hoosier Heartland RC&D.

   For program information, contact John South at the Hamilton County SWCD office at 317-773-2181.  For registration information, contact Marilyn Hughes at the Marion County SWCD office, 317-780-1765. Registration fee, which includes lunch and snacks, is $40 for 1-2 attendees and $30 for 3 or more. 
*****
NORTHERN INDIANA GRAZING CONFERENCE SCHEDULED—The 3rd Northern Indiana Grazing Conference is scheduled for February 6, 2004, at the Antique Auction Barn in Shipshewana. The conference is from 8:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. An evening session from 6:30-8:30 p.m. will feature a panel of producers talking about on-farm marketing. The panel will discuss the sale of beef, chickens, turkeys, eggs, hogs, etc. During scheduled breaks and at lunch participants will have an opportunity to visit with over 30 exhibitors from around the area.

   Pre-registration cost for the conference is $20/person with $10 for each additional family member. Late or on-site registration (after January 30) is $30/person and $15 for additional family members.  Registration fee includes refreshments and lunch. For more information, contact Dona Hunter or Dennis Wolheter at the LaGrange County SWCD office at 260-463-3471, ext. 3.
*****

MIAMI COUNTY SWCD PLANS WORKSHOP—The Miami County SWCD and conservation partners are sponsoring a Planter Clinic and High Residue Crop Production Workshop on January 28 from 8:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at the Miami County 4-H Fairgrounds in Peru.  Joe Nester, of Bryan, Ohio, is the featured no-till speaker.  

*****

FOREST MANAGEMENT COURSE OFFERED—Hoosier Heartland RC&D announces a course on Forest Management for the Private Woodland Owner. The course will run 8 consecutive weeks at two locations from 6:30-9:00 p.m. each week. On Monday evenings from January 12 through March 1 the course will be held at Twin Lakes Lodge in Bloomington, IN. On Tuesday evenings from January 13 through March 2 it will be held at the Brown County Public Library in Nashville, IN. 

   The course includes: Forest Resource & Tree Identification, Managing the Woodland Investment, Forest Biology, Tree Measurement & Woodland Inventory, Forest and Plantation Culture, Timber Marketing and Harvesting, Wildlife Management, and Record Keeping and Timber Taxation.

   The cost is $85, which covers the course, class handouts, notebook, and a tree measuring stick. Advanced registrations need to be submitted by January 8, 2004, to John Seifert, Southeast Purdue Agriculture Center, P.O. Box 216, Butlerville, IN 47223.  If you have questions, contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D office at 317-290-3250. 

*****

HEART OF AMERICA GRAZING CONFERENCE—The Heart of American Grazing Conference will be held January 21-22, 2004, at the Holiday Inn Conference Center at the Airport in Evansville, Indiana. The conference presenters from all over the nation will speak on various topics, such as Selecting Animals for Pastures, Maximizing Dry Matter Intake from Pastures, Economics of Grazing, Extending the Grazing Season Using Brassicas and Small Grains, and Low Stress Livestock Handling on Pasture. The second day breakout sessions will give participants a host of options with specific topics.

   The $45 registration fee covers all program materials and meals for both days.  If you prefer to attend only one day, the fee for January 21 is $20, and is $25 for January 22. After January 12, prices increase to $60 for total registration, $25 for January 21, and $35 for January 22. For registration information, contact Victor Shelton at victor.shelton@in.usda.gov or 812-882-8210.  You may also contact Susannah Hole at 812-346-3411, ext. 8, or Jerry Perkins at 260-484-5080, ext. 8. 

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jan 12-Mar 1 (Mondays) – Forest Management for Private Woodland Owner,

   Twin Lakes Lodge, Bloomington

Jan 13-Mar 2 (Tuesdays) - Forest Management for Private Woodland Owner,

   Brown County Public Library, Nashville

Jan 19 – Martin Luther King’s Birthday Observed

Jan 21-22 – Heart of America Grazing Conference, Holiday Inn Conf

   Center at the Airport, Evansville

Jan 28 – Planter Clinic and High Residue Crop Production Workshop, Miami

   County 4-H Fairgrounds, Peru

Jan 29 – LICA Workshop, Tippecanoe County Extension Office, Lafayette

Jan 30 – LICA Workshop, Ponderosa, Washington
Feb 2 – LICA Workshop, Broad Acres Restaurant, North Vernon

Feb 3 – LICA Workshop, Central Christian Church, Huntington

Feb 6 – Northern Indiana Grazing Conference, Antique Auction Barn,

   Shipshewana

Feb 10 – Implementation of Pollution Prevention on Construction

   Sites Workshop, Farm Bureau Bldg., Indiana State Fair Grounds

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.

************************************************************






















