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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**I want to take this opportunity to congratulate Gary Maners on his recent award presented by Paul Long, district conservationist at Monticello, at the January Area Meeting in Lafayette.  The award recognizes Gary as a “patriotic employer for contributing to national security and protecting liberty and freedom by supporting employee participation in America’s National Guard and Reserve Force.”  This prestigious award was signed by the State of Indiana Committee Chair, the National Committee Chairman, and the National Committee Executive Director for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve.
   I am very proud of Gary for his supportive and cooperative attitude with employees who serve in the defense of our national freedom.  Gary said, “It might be a little inconvenient for me to find someone to cover for an employee for two or three weeks out of the year while they are away from the job, but think how disruptive it can be for them to be away from their family, friends, and job.  I know they sometimes worry about being away, and I don’t want to add to that worry.”  
CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON TURNING CHALLENGES INTO OPPORTUNITIES—Last month, nearly 400 state and local conservation leaders gathered in Indianapolis for the 61st Annual Conference of Indiana Soil and Water Conservation Districts, entitled, “See the Vision…Grab the Challenge…Embrace the Change.”  For 61 years, Indiana conservationists have worked to conserve precious resources on Indiana’s working lands.  Without statewide conservation efforts, soil and water conservation districts would not have been successful in the development of public and private partnerships that optimize financial and human resources.  Sponsors of the four-day event include IASWCD, IDNR Division of Soil Conservation, and the State Soil Conservation Board, in cooperation with NRCS and Purdue Cooperative Extension Service.
   The conference focused on turning today’s challenges into tomorrow’s opportunities.  Conference attendees received information and tools to incorporate Indiana’s changing land resources into their district action plans.  Conference speakers included SWCS Executive Director Craig Cox, IDEM Commissioner Lori Kaplan, and IDNR Director John Goss.

   An additional conference highlight was the Legislative Breakfast, where 28 Indiana State Legislators in attendance heard how to address Indiana’s clean water concerns.  Clean Water Indiana coalition members also attended and represented water utilities, lake associations, farm organizations, outdoor recreational organizations, and conservation groups.  Speakers included NRCS State Conservationist Jane Hardisty, State Senator Bob Meeks, City of Gary Mayor Scott King, and Indiana’s Lieutenant Governor Kathy Davis. Attendees received valuable information on the Clean Water Indiana program, as well as updates on the current Farm Bill conservation programs.  – Dean Farr, Executive Director, IASWCD
GETTING THE LOWDOWN ON “LOW-TILL”—The Greater Wabash River RC&D sponsored a “Low-till” Crop Production and Residue Management workshop in Lafayette on February 10.  Over 100 people attended the multi-county event.  Jim Kinsella, long-time Illinois “low-tiller,” provided his view of high residue management and crop production.  Barry Fisher (NRCS) and Jeff Nagel (Westland Coop) also provided insight into making high residue crop production a success.  An afternoon session included a “hands-on” discussion of no-till corn and soybean accuracy, vertical tillage options and compaction, and strip tillage options.  Many thanks to all partnership employees who made this workshop a success! – Mark Eastman, Lafayette
PURDUE OFFERS NEW CONSERVATION TOOLS—Land managers can gain insights about improving and fine tuning their farming operations by taking 30 minutes to complete a self-guided quick check of agricultural field practices. The quick check assessment is part of a new publication from Purdue University entitled, “Field Assessment for Water Resource Protection,” and is available at http://www.ecn.purdue.edu/safewater/field or by calling 1-888-EXT-INFO.  Topics covered include Nutrient Management, Pest Management, Soil Conservation, Drainage & Irrigation Management, and Areas Adjacent to Fields.

   Supporting materials include a farmer tested monitoring method, “On-Farm Soil Monitoring for Water Resource Protection.”  This publication and video covers five soil quality indicators that affect field productivity and environmental quality.  This type of monitoring can take as little as 20 minutes per field site on an annual basis, yet provides instant and valuable feedback on how field practice changes are affecting soil and water quality.

   For multiple copies to use in projects and at meetings, contact Brent Ladd, Water Quality Specialist, Agricultural & Biological Engineering Department, Purdue University, 225 S. University Street, W. Lafayette, IN  47907; phone (765) 496-6331.  
GRAZING CONFERENCE DRAWS ATTENTION—About 350 people attended the 3rd Northern Indiana Grazing Conference on February 6 at the Antique Auction Barn in Shipshewana. Speakers from Oregon, Pennsylvania, Missouri, and Michigan shared grazing experiences on their farms during the day.  Discussions covered paddock layout, soil fertility, organic dairy operations, using irrigation on pasture, and building organic matter in the soil through intensive rotational grazing.  Participants had the opportunity to visit with 38 vendors during lunch and breaks.

   The event included an evening marketing panel, which was moderated by Steve Bonney of Sustainable Earth and was made up of farmers who are marketing their products directly from the farm.  Richard Hebron of Vandalia, Michigan; Otto Knottnerus and Geoffrey Parker of St. Joe, Indiana; and Jim Courtright of Hudson, Indiana talked about what was working for them as they marketed their products.

   Assistance in planning the conference and carrying out duties during the day came from the local planning committee, which was made up of local producers, along with NRCS, IDNR, SWCD and Extension staff.  Plans are already underway for next year’s conference, scheduled for February 4, 2005. – Dona Hunter, LaGrange SWCD
QUALITY QUOTE:  

   “The opportunity for brotherhood presents itself every time you meet a human being.” – Jane Wyman, Actress
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP PLANNED—The East North Central Region of the Soil & Water Conservation Society is planning a leadership workshop for Chapter Officers, Council Officers, Committee Chairs and any others who are interested in assuming a leadership role in the Chapter.  This workshop will be held March 23-24 at Pokagon State Park.  Some of the topics to be addressed are: membership recruitment and retention, becoming an advocate for natural resources, communications, board development and SWCS resources. Craig Cox, Executive Director for SWCS has been invited to attend and address the participants.  This workshop provides Chapters a chance to network with each other and share ideas.  For more information, contact Rebecca Fletcher at 317-290-3200, ext. 325.
*****

HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
*****

YOU ARE INVITED!—The Hamilton County SWCD Annual Meeting will be held on March 2, 2004 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Hamilton County 4-H Exhibition Center in Noblesville. The keynote speaker, Senator David Ford, will provide a legislative update, in addition to speaking on farmland preservation and other agricultural issues.  Breakout sessions include: Soil Health & No-till, Landscape Design, Pasture Management, and Flooding & Related Issues. 
   Please RSVP at 317-773-2181, ext. 101 as a complimentary meal will be provided.

*****

JOB OPPORTUNITY—The Hoosier Heartland RC&D is contracting for the layout and design of an 80-page Backyard Trees publication.  The work-for-hire contract pays up to $1,600 for the design and production work of the publication, which must be completed by September 2004. The contractor needs to possess proficient skill in layout and design with experience in desktop publishing software, effective communication skills, ability to collaborate with a variety of working professionals, and proven ability to complete projects by set deadlines.

   To apply, send a letter of interest, references, and several examples of work to the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council, Inc., 5995 Lakeside Blvd., Indianapolis, IN  46278-1996, fax to 317-290-3150, or e-mail to hhrcd@hhrcd.org by close of business February 25, 2004. 

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

February – Black History Month Celebration

Feb 25 – Technical Service Providers Workshop, St. Meinrad

   Archabbey Guest House

Feb 26 – Southwest Indiana Crop Seminar, Holiday Inn Convention

   Center, Jasper

Mar – Women’s History Month

Mar 2 – NE Area Meeting, Columbia City

Mar 3 – SE Area Meeting, North Vernon

Mar 4 – HHH RC&D Forage & Livestock Association Spring Program,

   Knights of Columbus, Scottsburg

Mar 11 – Civil Rights Meeting, NRCS State Office

Mar 11 – SW Area Meeting, Switz City

Mar 16 – 2004 Conservation Tillage Expo, Kruse the WW II Victory

   Museum, southwest of Auburn

Mar 23-24 – SWCS Leadership Workshop, Pokagon State Park

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

Jun 11 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch

   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

Jun 21 – ProjectWILD, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 22 – Project Learning Tree, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park,

   Indianapolis

Jun 23 – Project WET, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis
Jun 24 – Go FishIN, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 25 – Hoosier Riverwatch Volunteer Stream Monitoring, NREC,

   Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 26 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, NREC, 

   Ft. Harrision State Park, Indianapolis

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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