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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**Next week four conservation partners will be making their trip to Washington, D.C. for the NACD Legislative Workshop.  Gene Schmidt, Gene Weaver, Sherm Bryant, and Garry Tom make up this year’s delegates.  They will meet with Indiana’s legislators to provide them with information on the conservation accomplishments of 2003 in Indiana.  We appreciate their hard work and efforts in conveying this message.  

**Coming soon is our Indiana NRCS all employee meeting in French Lick. The organizing committee has put in many hours planning a quality event, which will provide information and training for our employees.  I appreciate all of their efforts.

   For many of you, the meeting will provide a chance to put a face with a name as you meet co-workers from across the state.  Also, Chief Bruce Knight, our guest speaker on the first day, has shared with me how excited he is to meet and spend time with employees in Indiana.

   I look forward to seeing you all in French Lick!
NEW GRAZING BOOK AVAILABLE—A new book on rotational grazing has been published and is now available.  The book, “Management-intensive Grazing, the Grassroots of Grass Farming,” was written by retired University of Missouri professor Jim Gerrish.  Using vivid images and detailed explanations, Gerrish takes the grazer step-by-step through the Management-intensive Grazing system.
   The book is being advertised at a suggested retail price of $31.00.  Dan Baugh, Ag/Natural Resources Extension Educator in Bloomington is organizing a special order, which is limited to field staff in Extension, NRCS, DNR, and SWCD offices.  With a sufficient number included in a bulk order, the price can be reduced to $18.00.  Dan can be reached at the Monroe County Extension office at 119 W. 7th Street, Bloomington, IN 47404; phone (812) 349-2575, or email at dbaugh@purdue.edu. 
SUMMER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS WETLAND RESTORATION—The Hoosier Chapter Professional Development Committee of the Soil and Water Conservation Society is excited about planning the upcoming summer meeting on June 4, 2004 at the Wilder Restoration Project in Linton, Indiana.  The Wilder Project consists of over 7,200 acres and includes the Goose Pond and Bee Hunter Marsh sites.

   Some of the topics that are planned include: History of the Wilder Project and Infrastructure Relocation, Wetland Restoration and Macrotopography, GPS Utilization, Socio-Economic Impacts of the Project, Wildlife Response to the Restoration Work, and Current Status of the Project.  A tour of the project is being planned so participants can see restoration work in progress, completed restorations, warm season grass plantings, and infrastructure that must be addressed.
   This meeting will be a great opportunity to bring the family.  The Triple H Gun Club will be our gathering location, and their trap and skeet ranges will be available after the meeting.  The Gun Club offers camper hook-ups as well.  For folks who like to camp, the nearby Greene-Sullivan State Forest has several campsites available, too.
   Make plans now to attend this meeting! For more information, contact Jenny Vogel at 812-346-3411, ext. 3.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATED—Last month, NRCS state office employees celebrated the 2004 Black History Month with a luncheon and presentation of the play, “The Right to Dream.”  This year’s national theme was “Brown vs. the Board of Education” 50th Anniversary.

   About 50 employees and guests were treated to a luncheon of traditional African American Cuisine.  The meal, prepared by the African American employees, consisted of fried chicken, baked ham, rib tips, macaroni & cheese, fried corn, fried cabbage, green beans, corn bread, homemade rolls, old fashioned banana pudding, cake, candied yams, and sweet tea.

   The program provided a brief history and purpose of the Black History Month celebration.  The Living Voices of Seattle, Washington presented “The Right to Dream.” The play, a journey through America’s Civil Rights Movement, is Raymond’s story about a young African American man growing up in Mississippi on the brink of the American Civil Rights movement. – Bennie Clark, Jr., Indiana Black Emphasis Program Manager
QUALITY QUOTE:  

   “Help others get ahead. You will always stand taller with someone else on your shoulders.” – Bob Moawad, Business leader
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT—The Johnson County SWCD is currently accepting resumes for an Assistant Director/Education Coordinator position.  Please visit our website at www.swcd.org for more information.  Resumes will be accepted until March 26. – Jennifer Bockting, Director, Johnson County SWCD

*****

LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP PLANNED—The East North Central Region of the Soil & Water Conservation Society is planning a leadership workshop for Chapter Officers, Council Officers, Committee Chairs and any others who are interested in assuming a leadership role in the Chapter.  This workshop will be held March 23-24 at Pokagon State Park.  Some of the topics to be addressed are: membership recruitment and retention, becoming an advocate for natural resources, communications, board development and SWCS resources. Craig Cox, Executive Director for SWCS has been invited to attend and address the participants.  This workshop provides Chapters a chance to network with each other and share ideas.  For more information, contact Rebecca Fletcher at 317-290-3200, ext. 325.
*****

HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Mar 11 – Civil Rights Meeting, NRCS State Office

Mar 11 – SW Area Meeting, Switz City

Mar 16 – 2004 Conservation Tillage Expo, Kruse the WW II Victory

   Museum, southwest of Auburn

Mar 23-24 – SWCS Leadership Workshop, Pokagon State Park

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

Jun 4 – SWCS Summer Meeting, Wilder Restoration Project, Linton

Jun 11 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch

   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

Jun 21 – ProjectWILD, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 22 – Project Learning Tree, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park,

   Indianapolis

Jun 23 – Project WET, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis
Jun 24 – Go FishIN, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 25 – Hoosier Riverwatch Volunteer Stream Monitoring, NREC,

   Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 26 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, NREC, 

   Ft. Harrision State Park, Indianapolis

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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