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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**After more than a year of planning, the NRCS 2004WARD meeting is now a part of our history we will never forget.  Chief Knight set the tone for the meeting with his relaxed, from the heart message to us.  We were inspired at the opening session with the tributes to America and to the Armed Forces, and with Fred Glover’s rendition of the National Anthem.

   During the three days at French Lick, we enjoyed terrific keynote speakers that stirred and motivated us to new heights.  And, the breakout session presenters provided valuable information to take home.  

   I want to thank the Planning Committee for their hard work which resulted in a most successful meeting.  Every detail was thought out and carefully planned, even down to the useful Digital Robot calculator and document holder given to each employee as we ended the meeting.  All in all, I was very pleased with our much needed time together in a relaxed setting.  From Blaise Winter’s “butt slapping” presentation to the quartet singing “You Are My Sunshine,” we had a great time!
**With over 80 years of combined experience, we say goodbye to three of our NRCS employees: Wayne Stanger, Ron Lauster, and Eric Banks.  Wayne officially retired on April 3, and Ron will retire on May 3.  Eric is leaving the great Hoosier state for a job with NRCS in Missouri.  Though they will be missed, I wish them all the best!     
RC&D KEEPS ACTIVE PACE—The Lincoln Hills RC&D held its annual Forestry Committee’s Timber Industry Meeting on February 24th in Harrison County.  Over 50 people toured the Norstam’s Veneer Mill north of Mauckport and attended the dinner banquet that night at Ryan’s Steakhouse.  At the banquet attendees heard from management representatives of Norstam’s about the history of this employee-owned wood products industry.  They also learned about the impacts of Chinese imports on the veneer and furniture industries in Indiana and North Carolina.  Also, a special recognition was given to the area 4H Forestry Program Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champions.
   At another event on March 25th, in cooperation with NRCS and IDNR, the Lincoln Hills RC&D provided their first Technical Service Providers workshop for CCAs, foresters, and wildlife biologists at the St. Meinrad Archabbey.  NRCS presenters included Chris Tippie, Darrell Rice, Jennifer Knable-Thompson, and Tony Bailey, with Tim Martin of IDNR Division of Forestry presenting the FLEP program. The 37 attendees learned more about how the TSP program works for third party vendors to further assist landowners and NRCS staff in the implementation of conservation programs, and how to maximize the benefits of certification and registration on the national TSP database. – Karen Dearlove, Lincoln Hills RC&D 

NATURALIST PROGRAM LAUNCHED—Hoosier Heartland RC&D began its 4th Hoosier Master Naturalist Program on March 12, 2004 in cooperation with the Hamilton and Marion County Parks.  Reed Cripps, area soil scientist, imparted a basic understanding of soils to a full class of 30 students.  Besides soils, participants will attend classes on water, wildlife, and botany.  After completing their eight classes, participants will have 15 hours of volunteer time.  The program is designed to attract Earth Team volunteers.  For additional information, please contact Aaron Lauster, district conservationist in Hamilton County, at 317-773-2181.

HONEST DEED PRAISED PUBLICLY—Though we usually read negative articles in today’s newspapers, a positive one of praise was recently printed on the front page of the Paoli Newspaper.  This article just happened to be about NRCS employee Terry Cornwell.  Those who know Terry know that he is a “great guy,” and the article proves it.
   Beauty shop owner Debbie McCrary closed her shop one Friday evening and walked out with an envelope full of signed checks and cash from that day’s business.  Without McCrary noticing, the envelope fell out of her purse.  The next day Terry found the envelope outside his family’s business.  Believing it was trash Terry picked it up to throw it away, but discovered its contents.  On Sunday Terry notified McCrary, who still had not noticed the envelope was missing.  McCrary publicly praised Terry’s honesty and kindness, and for reminding the community that good things do happen! – Marsha Ralston, Lawrence County SWCD

TEN DOLLAR SOYBEANS MAKE FARMERS SMILE—Soybean farmers smiled when soybean futures reached $10/bu.  Farmers who stored soybeans after last fall’s harvest are thrilled to see prices up from the fall price of $6/bu.  While production numbers per acre were down last year because of drought and aphid infestations, many farmers are now able to turn a profit because of the increased prices.  The current high prices are partially a result of forecasts of less than record yields of soybeans in South America this season.

   Increased prices will also mean increased planting of soybeans, which produce less crop residue than other row crops.  That could affect conservation compliance on farms with compliance plans.

   Efforts to find new uses for soybeans (soybean diesel fuel and others) are slowed by the high prices.  A stable price at around the $6.50 level would give growers a return on the investment they need and allow the continued development of the “new uses” market, according to one member of the Indiana Soybean Board.   – Mike McGovern, Indianapolis

QUALITY QUOTE:  

   “Either you decide to stay in the shallow end of the pool, or you go out in the ocean.” – Christopher Reeve, Actor
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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CAMP GALLAHUE—An Environmental Education Workshop for teachers and youth leaders will be held again this year at Gallahue Girl Scout Camp in the hills of Brown County on April 21-22, 2004 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  This workshop targets field studies involving hands-on activities and the latest supplementary curriculum materials in education matching Indiana’s DOE science and math standards for formal and non-formal educators who are interested in providing natural resources education.

   Some of this year’s topics are The WILD and WET Side of Lewis and Clark, Project Sampler of Projects WET and WILD, How to Start a Reuse Program in your School, Rocks and Minerals, Environmental Health Panel, Natural Journaling, Archeology and Prehistoric Indiana, Science and the Past, American Indian Environmental Games, Limberlost--Tricks and Tools for Teachers, Project Underground Sampler, Paper Clip Creatures and the Global Environment.
   The cost is $35 per person for a one-day early registration (late registration is $45) or $55 per person for the two-day (late registration is $65). This includes lunch and two snacks, plus handout materials.  Registrations postmarked after March 21st are considered late. Class sizes are limited.  Registration deadline is April 12, 2004.  For registration information, contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D at 317-290-3250 or hhrcd@hhrcd.org. 
*****

HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

Jun 4 – SWCS Summer Meeting, Wilder Restoration Project, Linton

Jun 11 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch

   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

Jun 21 – ProjectWILD, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 22 – Project Learning Tree, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park,

   Indianapolis

Jun 23 – Project WET, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis
Jun 24 – Go FishIN, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 25 – Hoosier Riverwatch Volunteer Stream Monitoring, NREC,

   Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 26 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, NREC, 

   Ft. Harrision State Park, Indianapolis

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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