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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**Last week the National Civil Rights Team conducted a Civil Rights Review of Indiana NRCS. I want to extend a big thank you to the state office and field office staffs who participated in the review, as well as the SWCD staffs and supervisors who were interviewed and provided information.  We should receive the final report in four to five weeks, and we will follow-up with any recommendations and agreed-to items at that time.  At the exit conference all indications were that Indiana will receive a good report.  I especially want to thank the Leadership Team and the Indiana Civil Rights Team for their efforts last week and for the wonderful job they are doing in providing civil rights training, information, and leadership.
INDIANA HOSTS MULTI-STATE CONFERENCE—The North Central Association of Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Councils held their annual meeting at Pokagon State Park near Angola, Indiana last month.  The event, which rotates locations each year, was hosted by the Indiana League of RC&D Councils.  Participants from the seven-state region met to share success stories and build for the future.  The region consists of Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana.  

   Several dignitaries attended the meeting including Sharon Ruggi, President of the National Association of RC&D Councils, Charles Whitmore, Regional Conservationist, and Smith Covey, National RC&D Coordinator.   Speakers at the meeting included Marta Brockmeyer on Project Management, Larry Clemens with The Nature Conservancy, Dave Altman on the Story of Tecumseh, and motivational speaker Susan Miller.  Breakout sessions provided participants with an opportunity to hear about successful projects sponsored by Indiana RC&D councils.
   Participants also had a choice of tours to attend.  Some visited the Wild Winds Buffalo Preserve and Satek Winery.  Others chose the Auburn*Cord*Duesenberg Auto Museum.  With credit card in hand, some participants opted to ride the free shuttle to the Prime Outlet Shopping Mall.

   Newly elected president of the Indiana League of RC&D Councils Judy Gray said, “It has been a pleasure hosting this event.  We have a lot to be proud of here in Indiana.” – John Poenisch, Indianapolis
EVENT FEATURES GRAZING LEADER JIM GERRISH—On March 4, 2004 the Southeast Forage and Livestock Association held their annual Spring Program at the Knights of Columbus in Scottsburg.  The event featured guest speaker Jim Gerrish, who is a leader in grazing circles across the nation.  Gerrish, a resident of Missouri, pioneered grazing research at the University of Missouri’s Forage Systems Research Center, and coined the phrase management-intensive grazing (MiG).  He is not all talk, but practices what he preaches on his home farm.
   Gerrish spoke to 125 attendees on Opportunities with Grazing Management, which included reducing winter feed cost, fall calving market opportunities, pasture based dairies, and environmental quality.  After speaking for an hour, Gerrish fielded questions for another 30 minutes, and the only complaint heard was that the program was not long enough.  Many thanks to all of those who helped make this program a huge success.  – Susannah Hole, North Vernon 
TRI-STATE CONSERVATION TILLAGE EXPO DRAWS RECORD CROWD—Nearly 400 people from Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio were welcomed to the third annual Tri-State Conservation Tillage Expo on March 16 by Indiana State Representative (51st District) Dennis Kruse.  The event was held at the Kruse WW II Victory Museum in Auburn, Indiana.  This was a new location for the Expo and provided over 30,000 feet of display space, as well as other amenities.  Expo visitors had the opportunity to interact with approximately 55 commercial exhibitors.  
   This year’s Expo showcased a panel of farmers who presented their successful strategies for residue management in corn.  Presenters included Kevin Bowman and Phil Brechbill from Dekalb County, Indiana; Les Seiler of Fulton County, Ohio; Marvin Dietsch of Williams County, Ohio; and John Corbat and Rob Ternet of Allen County, Indiana.
   New this year was the opportunity for producers to earn continuing educational credits for private and commercial pesticide applicators. Included in the educational programs were “Building from the Basic/Increasing Organic Matter,”  “Improving Fertilizer Efficiency for Economics and Environment,”  “Improving Soil and Root Structure for 200 Bushel Corn,” “Tips and Tricks for Fine Tuning Your Planter,” and “Today’s Challenges in Crop Production.” Over 140 producers from the tri-state area took advantage of this opportunity.
   Expo sponsors included the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative, NRCS, The Nature Conservancy, IDEM, the City of Fort Wayne Water Utilities, and Soil and Water Conservation Districts from Allen, DeKalb, Steuben and Noble counties in Indiana, Williams County in Ohio, and Hillsdale County in Michigan. – Sherm Liechty, Fort Wayne
QUALITY QUOTES:  
   “Education is when you read the fine print. Experience is what you get if you don’t.” – Pete Seeger, Singer and composer
   “Every day is Earth Day at USDA.” 

“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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BUFFALO TRAILS HOSTS LEGISLATIVE TOUR—On Tuesday, July 20, 2004 the Buffalo Trails Region, which consists of Pike, Gibson, Greene, Daviess, Dubois, Knox, and Martin County Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD), will host a tour and dinner for legislators and public officials.  The tour will begin with registration at 1:30 p.m. at the Don Villwock Farm in northeast Knox County.  We feel this will be an excellent opportunity for both legislators and local officials to discuss one on one with the SWCD supervisors and landowners the achievements and needs of our communities. The chartered bus tour, beginning at 2:00 p.m., will take attendees through a few of the counties to see how state funding has assisted in conserving our natural resources. The tour will conclude with dinner and a presentation on our continuing needs.
   Anyone interested in attending should contact Ethel Osborn at ethel-osborn@iaswcd.org, or call 812-385-5033, ext. 3.

*****
HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Apr 25-May 2 – Soil and Water Stewardship Week
Jun 4 – SWCS Summer Meeting, Wilder Restoration Project, Linton

Jun 11 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch

   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

Jun 21 – ProjectWILD, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 22 – Project Learning Tree, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park,

   Indianapolis

Jun 23 – Project WET, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis
Jun 24 – Go FishIN, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 25 – Hoosier Riverwatch Volunteer Stream Monitoring, NREC,

   Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 26 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, NREC, 

   Ft. Harrision State Park, Indianapolis

Jul 20 – Buffalo Trails Region Legislative Tour/Dinner, Knox County

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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