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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**On May 19, the USDA announced 18 priority watersheds will be used in fiscal year 2004 for the Conservation Security Program, and among these are the St. Joseph and Auglaize watersheds in Indiana.  The watershed selection was based on a balance of resource needs, historic stewardship, potential producer eligibility, and the technology and adequate staff needed to successfully implement the program.  
    I am pleased to announce that Sherman Liechty is the coordinator for the St. Joseph Watershed CSP effort.  I know that he and those who work in the watershed area will accomplish the task ahead and will set the pace for future CSP watersheds.  The Auglaize Watershed team leader will be covered by NRCS in Ohio.
**After serving our country in the war in Iraq, Edwin Almodovar is back at work for NRCS in Indiana as of June 1st.  He is now working out of the Evansville Field Office. Thankfully, Edwin is reunited with his wife Glenda and three year old daughter Thais, and they are looking for housing in the Evansville area.  Edwin serves NRCS as a soil conservationist and says he is looking forward to getting back to conservation.

   Welcome back, Edwin!       

SWCS RELEASES CONSERVATION REPORT—The Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) recently released a new report that analyzes actions taken to date by Congress and the Administration to implement the conservation provisions of the Farm Bill that was signed into law two years ago.  From this report, “Realizing the Promise of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act: How Implementation of the Conservation Provisions Measures Up,” SWCS concludes that much has been accomplished and conservation activity on the ground has accelerated.  However, SWCS urges Congress and the Administration to take immediate steps to realize the full potential of the Farm Bill.
   Craig Cox, executive director of SWCS, stated, “The conservation provisions of the 2004 Farm Bill created the greatest opportunity for conservation on private lands since 1985 and could, if well-directed, make historic progress in managing environmental quality and ensuring the commercial viability of American agriculture. SWCS hopes our new report helps realize the full promise of those conservation provisions.”  He continued, “USDA has build an impressive vehicle to accelerate conservation and Congress has provided a lot of fuel. Now it’s time to decide where we want that vehicle to take us.  Much more needs to be done if we want the conservation title of the Farm Bill to pay off fully for producers, taxpayers, and the environment.”
   SWCS recommends that policymakers pay urgent attention to four opportunities: (1) conservation programs must be fully funded, (2) USDA must construct a conservation technical services infrastructure suitable for the 21st century, (3) important program reforms are needed to enhance environmental management, and (4) the Conservation Security Program must be ramped up thoughtfully and quickly.

   A copy of the report is available under the “Seeking Common Ground for Conservation” logo on the SWCS homepage at http://www.swcs.org/t_seeking_intro.htm. - Becky Fletcher, Indianapolis  
RC&D ASSISTS STUDENT-SCIENTIST WHO WINS BIG—Aaron Ritter, a junior at Bedford-North Lawrence High School, was awarded a $20,000 scholarship to the University of Oregon at the recent International Science Fair competition.  His project, entitled “Comparison of Heavy Metal Concentrations in Sediment and Runoff from Coalmine Spoils in SW Indiana,”  was a follow-up to his previous project “Implications of Mercury Analysis of Coal Mining Leachates in Unreclaimed and Reclaimed Locations in SW Indiana using Low Level Detection and Multiparameter Relationships.”  

   The Four Rivers Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) became involved with Aaron when he was working on the first project back in 2002.  We were able to help him with site selection, mapping and other information.  For his latest project, Four Rivers RC&D applied to the IDNR-Division of Reclamation for a grant to offset Aaron’s laboratory fees.  Working with Great Lakes A&L Laboratory, we were able to get a deep discount on the numerous analyses Aaron needed to run for the project   Rick Obenshain, RC&D Assistant, created topographic and aerial photo maps of the project sites, and also helped in the selection of the sites in Pike Co.  Aaron also received assistance from Trace Detect Labs, which loaned him a Nanoband Portable Explorer for onsite analyses of temperature, pH, conductivity and dissolved oxygen.  

   While the final results of the latest study have not been published yet, it is expected that Aaron is working at a college graduate level!  Not only that, but state agencies such as IDEM and IDNR-Div. of Reclamation are very interested in his work, especially since they have not studied these issues in the depth Aaron has.

   We at Four Rivers RC&D Area are honored to support the work of student-scientist Aaron Ritter, and look forward to next year’s project.  We expect great things from Aaron in the future! – Dave Elgin, Four Rivers RC&D
SWCD KICKS OFF GRAZING SEASON—The Whitley County SWCD hosted this year’s first grazing meeting on May 5th at the Marcus Schwartz farm in South Whitley. The 40 landowners attending “Getting to Know Your Grass from the Ground Up” learned about different pasture seeding and management techniques that could improve their own pastures.
   Topics of the day varied, including how to take a correct soil sample for grasses and fertilization techniques, presented by Mike Simms and Clint Jenkins from Ag Plus. Three seed companies were represented that specialize in forage grasses.  The company representatives discussed the different kinds of grasses, forages and alfalfas that work best for rotational grazing.  Speakers were Dave Robinson with AMPAC, Mark Perry with CISCO, and Linda Hixson with Barenbrug.  A waterline system demo was presented by NRCS Grazing Specialist Jerry Perkins.  Jerry spoke about surface and subsurface watering systems and the importance of getting cool water to the animals in the field to maximize their grazing efficiency.  Fencing products were also presented by Rick Sessions with Gallagher Fencing Products and Gary Acra, owner of Double A Fence.  Both presenters discussed the importance of having good, safe, and dependable fencing; both external and internal.

   To close the event, Amy Lybarger, NRCS district conservationist for Whitley County, discussed the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).  The program pays $16.50/acre incentive payment to landowners having 18 acres or more of pasture and/or hay land.  This program does not obligate the landowner to participate in any other federally sponsored program.  In addition, cost-share dollars are available for various practices that will improve grazing, such as pasture re-establishment, fencing, and watering system supplies.

   This is the third year the SWCD has organized pasture and rotational grazing events in Whitley County.  The next event will be a Pasture Walk on June 9th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at the Scott and Linda Hixson farm.  The Hixsons have a mixed cow/calf beef herd consisting of Hereford and Gelbvieh cattle and are in their third year of rotational grazing. For more information, call the Whitley County SWCD at (260) 244-6266, ext. 3. – Amy Lybarger, Columbia City   
QUALITY QUOTES:  
   “I have found that if you love life, life will love you back.” – Arthur Rubinstein (1887-1982) Musician
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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PROGRAM COORDINATOR SOUGHT—The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council is seeking a person to coordinate an exciting new program, “Pant a Million” Trees Project.  This position is part-time and funding by a Community and Urban Forestry Grant.  To receive a copy of the job announcement contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council office at 317-290-3250. The announcement ends at close of business on June 12, 2004.

*****

RC&D ANNOUNCES OUTDOOR SAMPLER WORKSHOP—The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Education Committee in conjunction with Bradford Woods and the Soil and Water Conservation Districts will hold an “Outdoor Sampler” educational workshop for homeschool families on Friday, June 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Bradford Woods.  Cost is $10 per family.  The workshop will include activities involving water, soil, wildlife and trees plus curriculum.  For program information and registration, contact Stori Snyder at 765-342-2915, ext. 5290, or by email at stlsnyde@indiana.edu. 

*****

WANDERING THE WETLANDS OF WILDER—Yes, folks it’s time for the summer meeting!  This year we will hold the Hoosier Chapter SWCS summer meeting on June 4th at the Wilder Project with our program addressing wetland restoration.  We will start our meeting at the Triple H Gun Club, which is located south of Linton on Highway 59.  The Gun Club will be available after the meeting for trap, skeet, sporting clays, five stand and wobble.
   For you who would like to stay overnight, there are several options. The Park Inn (812-847-8631) is located in Linton.  Campers will find sites at Greene-Sullivan State Forest and Shakamak State Park, where cabins are available, as well.  For a complete agenda and reservation form, contact Jenny Vogel at 812-346-3411, ext. 3.  Also, the registration form can be downloaded from www.hoosierchapterswcs.org. Reservations must be made by May 28, 2004. – Jenny Vogel, North Vernon
*****

PURDUE FORAGE DAY PLANNED—The annual Purdue Forage Day is scheduled for Thursday, June 10 at the Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center in Dubois, Indiana.  The event, from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., will take place “rain or shine.” The program will feature forage related seminars and haying demonstrations.  Over 18 forage-related vendors will be present.
   Additional information about the Forage Day and a map with directions to the site can be found at the following link:  http://www.agry.purdue.edu/Forage/Day/
- Darrell Brown, Indianapolis

*****

BUFFALO TRAILS HOSTS LEGISLATIVE TOUR—On Tuesday, July 20, 2004 the Buffalo Trails Region, which consists of Pike, Gibson, Greene, Daviess, Dubois, Knox, and Martin County Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD), will host a tour and dinner for legislators and public officials.  The tour will begin with registration at 1:30 p.m. at the Don Villwock Farm in northeast Knox County.  We feel this will be an excellent opportunity for both legislators and local officials to discuss one on one with the SWCD supervisors and landowners the achievements and needs of our communities. The chartered bus tour, beginning at 2:00 p.m., will take attendees through a few of the counties to see how state funding has assisted in conserving our natural resources. The tour will conclude with dinner and a presentation on our continuing needs.
   Anyone interested in attending should contact Ethel Osborn at ethel-osborn@iaswcd.org, or call 812-385-5033, ext. 3.

*****
HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jun 4 – SWCS Summer Meeting, Wilder Restoration Project, Linton

Jun 10 – Purdue Forage Day, Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center, Dubois

Jun 11 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch

   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

Jun 18 – Outdoor Sampler Workshop, Bradford Woods

Jun 21 – ProjectWILD, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 22 – Project Learning Tree, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park,

   Indianapolis

Jun 23 – Project WET, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis
Jun 24 – Go FishIN, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 25 – Hoosier Riverwatch Volunteer Stream Monitoring, NREC,

   Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 26 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, NREC, 

   Ft. Harrision State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 30 – SW Area Meeting, Switz City

Jul 20 – Buffalo Trails Region Legislative Tour/Dinner, Knox County

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis
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Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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