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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**Welcome to Indiana!  Rafael Vega of Puerto Rico will spend a few weeks in Indiana thanks to a partnership effort between NRCS and the Hispanic Association of Colleges & Universities (HACU) National Internship Program.  Rafael holds a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Sciences and is working on a Master’s with the same major.  He previously interned for a pharmaceutical company in Puerto Rico, and is excited about the opportunity to come to the States, specifically with exposure to a federal agency. 

   His dream of working in a federal agency has come true, if only for a short time.  Rafael says that this internship presents a new challenge that he is willing and glad to take. 
   Please welcome Rafael to Indiana. I know we will all benefit from his internship with us. 
HONORING EARTH TEAM VOLUNTEERS—A volunteer recognition luncheon was held on June 5th for members of the Delphi Earth Team.  Team leader Dan McCain presided over the event that honored more than 100 volunteers who donated their time and talents throughout the year to complete numerous projects.  The volunteers received Earth Team shirts and hats and enjoyed a free lunch in recognition of all their hard work.  McCain said the volunteers wear their shirts and hats with pride.

   One project of note is the continued development of the Delphi Historic Trails system.  Additional land was recently donated along the abandoned Monon Railroad right-of-way to expand the system beyond the 7+ miles of existing trails.  A surprise announcement was made that U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary Gale A. Norton added the Delphi Historic Trails to the National Recreation Trails system.  – Joe O’Donnell, Delphi

THE SCOOP ON EQIP—NRCS field staff ranked 1,261 EQIP applications that were received prior to March 15th.  As of this week, $9.2 million of FY-2004 EQIP funding was allocated to 277 applications.  Of these applications, 79 fell into the livestock category, with an average contract cost of $70,700; the cutoff score was 874.  The remaining 198 non-livestock applications averaged $18,700, with a cutoff score of 707.  Eighteen contracts over $100,000 will be sent to the regional office for further review.  At this time, 89 counties will be receiving FY-2004 EQIP funds.  If additional funds are forthcoming, there will be a second round of application approvals.  For more information, contact the Programs Staff. – Susan McLoud, Indianapolis 
QUALITY QUOTES:  
   “There are two ways of exerting one’s strength: one is pushing down, the other is pulling up.” – Booker T. Washington (1856-1915) Educator
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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EDUCATOR’S WORKSHOP HELD IN CLINTON COUNTY—The Clinton County SWCD is hosting an Educator’s Workshop on June 17-18 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Camp Cullom in Clinton County.  On June 17th, Lenny Farlee, IDNR District Forester, will facilitate the session on Project Learning Tree.  On the 18th, a combined Project WET and Healthy Water/Healthy People session will be facilitated by Angie Tilton, Environmental Ed Coordinator for the Tippecanoe County SWCD. Cost for the workshop is $30, which covers PLT and Project WET activity guides.  The Healthy Water/Healthy People Educator’s Guide will be available for an additional fee.  For additional info or to register, contact Leah Harden at 765-659-1223. – Leah Harden, Clinton County SWCD 

*****

RC&D ANNOUNCES OUTDOOR SAMPLER WORKSHOP—The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Education Committee in conjunction with Bradford Woods and the Soil and Water Conservation Districts will hold an “Outdoor Sampler” educational workshop for homeschool families on Friday, June 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Bradford Woods.  Cost is $10 per family.  The workshop will include activities involving water, soil, wildlife and trees plus curriculum.  For program information and registration, contact Stori Snyder at 765-342-2915, ext. 5290, or by email at stlsnyde@indiana.edu. 

*****

CONSERVATION TOOLS WORKSHOP ANNOUNCED—Have you ever struggled with how to identify areas with high wildlife and habitat conservation value? Now there is a tool that can help you.  The Indiana Biodiversity Initiative (IBI) has just completed a prototype version of a computer-based planning methodology called the Indiana Conservation Tool.  At upcoming workshops, you can receive training on use of newly mapped conservation data specifically developed for your region. Also, you will take home a CD-ROM with mapped information on areas in your region that are critical to biodiversity conservation.  Bring a laptop computer if you wish to “test drive” the GIS software.
   The workshops will be offered:

     July 22, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Hanover College, Horner Center Room 102, Hanover

     July 22, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Hanover College, Horner Center Room 102, Hanover

     Aug 4, 2:00-4:00 p.m., The Garrison, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

For more information, contact Forest Clark at USFWS, 812-334-4261, ext 206, forest_clark@fws.gov; or Vicky Meretsky, IU, 812-855-5971, meretsky@indiana.edu.  

*****

SWCD HOSTS WATER QUALITY MONITORING SESSION—The Gibson County SWCD will host a Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring on July 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  It will be held at the Gibson County Highway Garage meeting room.  The morning session will be held in the meeting room and the afternoon will be at the Pigeon Creek site.  Snacks and lunch will be furnished to participants through an environmental educational contribution from Toyota Motor Manufacturing.  Registration is limited.  Please RSVP to Ann Ice, Education Coordinator at 812-385-5033, ext. 3. 

*****

BUFFALO TRAILS HOSTS LEGISLATIVE TOUR—On Tuesday, July 20, 2004 the Buffalo Trails Region, which consists of Pike, Gibson, Greene, Daviess, Dubois, Knox, and Martin County Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD), will host a tour and dinner for legislators and public officials.  The tour will begin with registration at 1:30 p.m. at the Don Villwock Farm in northeast Knox County.  We feel this will be an excellent opportunity for both legislators and local officials to discuss one on one with the SWCD supervisors and landowners the achievements and needs of our communities. The chartered bus tour, beginning at 2:00 p.m., will take attendees through a few of the counties to see how state funding has assisted in conserving our natural resources. The tour will conclude with dinner and a presentation on our continuing needs.
   Anyone interested in attending should contact Ethel Osborn at ethel-osborn@iaswcd.org, or call 812-385-5033, ext. 3.

*****
HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jun 17-18 – Educator’s Workshop, Camp Cullom, Clinton County

Jun 18 – Outdoor Sampler Workshop, Bradford Woods

Jun 21 – ProjectWILD, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 22 – Project Learning Tree, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park,

   Indianapolis

Jun 23 – Project WET, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis
Jun 24 – Go FishIN, NREC, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 25 – Hoosier Riverwatch Volunteer Stream Monitoring, NREC,

   Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 26 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, NREC, 

   Ft. Harrision State Park, Indianapolis

Jun 30 – SW Area Meeting, Switz City

Jul 20 – Buffalo Trails Region Legislative Tour/Dinner, Knox County

Jul 22 – Indiana Biodiversity Initiative Conservation Tools Workshop,

   Hanover College, Hanover

Jul 27 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, Gibson County

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 4 – Indiana Biodiversity Initiative Conservation Tools Workshop,

   The Garrison, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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