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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**We have begun the first Conservation Security Program (CSP) sign-up, which began July 6th and will end July 30th.  Prior to the sign-up, NRCS held eight pubic information meetings to educate farmers about this new program.  I want to thank all Partnership staff that helped conduct these meetings in the St. Joseph Watershed area.  Your assistance was greatly appreciated. 
**In addition to her duties as computer specialist at the NRCS state office, Mary Morgan chaired this year’s Federal Women’s Program 30th Annual Training Seminar, sponsored by the Federal Executive Association.  The training, with the theme “Women Inspiring Hope & Possibility,” was held June 23rd and 24th at Lawrence North High School.  Mary and her committee planned a great meeting and provided us with presenters and speakers that truly motivated us.  These rousing speakers included keynote speaker Susan Brooks, U.S. Attorney for Southern District of Indiana.  
   Great job, Mary!

SWCD SPONSORS POND CLINIC—On June 10th, the Jennings County Soil and Water Conservation District sponsored a successful pond clinic at the home of Don and Carol Layman.  
   The evening began with an aquatic vegetation identification session presented by Joey Leach from Aquatic Control in Seymour, Indiana.  Several participants brought samples from their lakes and ponds for identification.  Next, IDNR Wildlife Biologist Chris Grauel spoke about nuisance wildlife.  He noted several species of wildlife that can become a nuisance to humans and ponds, including muskrats and Canadian geese.  The last presenter was Larry Lehman of IDNR’s Division of Fish and Wildlife.  Larry spoke about proper stocking of a pond.  He also used a shocker boat to shock the pond and identified various fish in the pond.
   The 45 attendees enjoyed an informative evening followed by a delicious meal sponsored by Eaton’s Feed Mill and catered by Dana Ochs Catering. – Amy Owens, Jennings County SWCD
QUALITY QUOTES:  
   “Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty.” – John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917-1963), 34th President of the United States
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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GRANT WRITING WORKSHOPS OFFERED—Sycamore Trails RC&D is once again offering Grant Writing Workshops instructed by Dr. Don Udell.  The workshops will be held in Greencastle, Indiana.  Grant Writing II will be held September 20-22, and Grant Writing III will be on September 23-25.  Cost per person is $250 per course, or $400 for both II and III.  For more details, you may download a registration flyer from our website at www.sycamoretrails.org (click on the calendar link & go to the September dates). Or you may contact the office at 765-653-9785 or strcd@sycamoretrails.org. – Michelle Phillips, Sycamore Trails RC&D
*****

FIELD DAY FEATURES MANURE APPLICATION SYSTEMS WITH MINIMUM TILL—A Minimum Till Manure Field Day will be held on August 2nd at 2:00 p.m. in Decatur County.  The Decatur County SWCD, Decatur County Extension Service, Top Notch Bio Solids, and Sand Creek Watershed Project are sponsoring the event.

   The day will begin at the Decatur County Extension office with a discussion about ways to apply liquid manure with minimum till and precision placement of nutrients based on a grid sampled soil test.  The field day features three different systems to apply manure with minimum till (Yetter, Balzer, and AerWay). The group will then move to a field demonstration, where they will view application with different systems and results of no-till planting. The farm operator has the latest equipment tailored to give accurate placement of nutrients as needed on the land, taking no-till farming and nutrient handling to the next level.
   For more information go to www.sandcreekwatershed.com or call 812-663-8685, ext. 3. – Bob Dawson, Decatur County SWCD 

*****

CONSERVATION TOOLS WORKSHOP ANNOUNCED—Have you ever struggled with how to identify areas with high wildlife and habitat conservation value? Now there is a tool that can help you.  The Indiana Biodiversity Initiative (IBI) has just completed a prototype version of a computer-based planning methodology called the Indiana Conservation Tool.  At upcoming workshops, you can receive training on use of newly mapped conservation data specifically developed for your region. Also, you will take home a CD-ROM with mapped information on areas in your region that are critical to biodiversity conservation.  Bring a laptop computer if you wish to “test drive” the GIS software.
   The workshops will be offered:

     July 22, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Hanover College, Horner Center Room 102, Hanover

     July 22, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Hanover College, Horner Center Room 102, Hanover

     Aug 4, 2:00-4:00 p.m., The Garrison, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

For more information, contact Forest Clark at USFWS, 812-334-4261, ext 206, forest_clark@fws.gov; or Vicky Meretsky, IU, 812-855-5971, meretsky@indiana.edu.  

*****

SWCD HOSTS WATER QUALITY MONITORING SESSION—The Gibson County SWCD will host a Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring on July 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  It will be held at the Gibson County Highway Garage meeting room.  The morning session will be held in the meeting room and the afternoon will be at the Pigeon Creek site.  Snacks and lunch will be furnished to participants through an environmental educational contribution from Toyota Motor Manufacturing.  Registration is limited.  Please RSVP to Ann Ice, Education Coordinator at 812-385-5033, ext. 3. 

*****

BUFFALO TRAILS HOSTS LEGISLATIVE TOUR—On Tuesday, July 20, 2004 the Buffalo Trails Region, which consists of Pike, Gibson, Greene, Daviess, Dubois, Knox, and Martin County Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD), will host a tour and dinner for legislators and public officials.  The tour will begin with registration at 1:30 p.m. at the Don Villwock Farm in northeast Knox County.  We feel this will be an excellent opportunity for both legislators and local officials to discuss one on one with the SWCD supervisors and landowners the achievements and needs of our communities. The chartered bus tour, beginning at 2:00 p.m., will take attendees through a few of the counties to see how state funding has assisted in conserving our natural resources. The tour will conclude with dinner and a presentation on our continuing needs.
   Anyone interested in attending should contact Ethel Osborn at ethel-osborn@iaswcd.org, or call 812-385-5033, ext. 3.

*****
HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jul 11-14 - NC NACD Meeting, Springfield, IL

Jul 12-16 – NC Region Cooperative Soil Survey Work Planning Conf,

   Indianapolis

Jul 20 – Buffalo Trails Region Legislative Tour/Dinner, Knox County

Jul 22 – Indiana Biodiversity Initiative Conservation Tools Workshop,

   Hanover College, Hanover

Jul 25-28 – SWCS Annual Conf, St. Paul, MN

Jul 27 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, Gibson County

Jul 27 – NW Area Meeting, Lafayette

Jul 28 – SW Area Meeting, Switz City

Aug 2 – Minimum Till Manure Field Day, Decatur County

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 4 – Indiana Biodiversity Initiative Conservation Tools Workshop,

   The Garrison, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Sep 20-22 – Grant Writing II Workshop, Greencastle

Sep 23-25 – Grant Writing III Workshop, Greencastle

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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