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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**At the June Partnership Leaders’ meeting, we reviewed the status of the Partnership Business Plan.  We were pleased to conclude that about 80 percent of the action items are up to date. I want to thank Jim Lake for taking the lead in working with the leaders to manage the Business Plan.  Also, thanks goes to Deb Fairhurst for maintaining the Business Plan on the website.  The Plan can be accessed through the Indiana NRCS website link or by going directly to http://www.in.gov/dnr/soilcons/pdfs/icpplan.pdf. 
NRCS EMPLOYEE NAMED TO STATE COMMISSION FOR NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS—On July 1, 2004, Governor Joe Kernan announced Nils “Buster” Landin of NRCS as a member of the Native American Affairs Commission for Indiana.  The commission is designed to address a wide range of issues from education, health care, cultural resources, and the repatriation of native artifacts for American Indians in Indiana. Other members of the commission include W. Brent Gill, Clarence White, Brian J. Buchanan, Ray Gonyea, Dark Rain Thom, and Rebecca Martin.
   Buster, who has worked for NRCS for four years, says he looks forward to serving the Native American community and the people of Indiana in this capacity.  Congratulations, Buster!

‘IDEA’ TO RECOGNIZE DISTRICT EMPLOYEES—The Indiana District Employee Association would like to again recognize District employees at the 2005 Annual Conference Banquet. The District Employee Recognition has been one way to honor four people for outstanding service in administrative/secretarial, technical, educational, and multi-task categories.  The winner in each category will receive a monetary gift and plaque.

   Criteria for nomination process and awards:

**Nomination is open to all district employees in Indiana

**Anyone can nominate a district employee, including supervisors, partner agencies, or themselves

**Nominations must be typed, use the form provided, only the space provided per category, and only five pages of support documentation (ex. photos, news releases, letters of endorsements). Application consists of title page, two pages with set category and no more than five pages of support documentation; eight page max.   

   For nomination forms, email IDEA President Bettie Jacobs at bettie-jacobs@iaswcd.org or District Employee Recognition Chairperson Nadean Eldien at nadean-eldien@iaswcd.org.  Deadline for nominations is October 1, 2004.  Send nominations to: Nadean Eldien, Whitley County SWCD, 1919 E Business 30, Columbia City, IN  46725.  An award panel will review the nominations and the awards will be presented at the 2005 Annual Conference. 
QUALITY QUOTES:  
   “The gem cannot be polished without friction, nor man perfected without trials” – Chinese proverb
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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STREAM MONITORING WORKSHOP OFFERED—The St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative, with assistance from the DeKalb County SWCD, will host a Hoosier Riverwatch volunteer stream monitoring workshop at Immaculate Conception Church in Auburn on July 30, 2004, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  This workshop provides general education of water quality and monitoring the health of rivers and streams. To register, contact the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative at 260-484-5848, ext. 120 or the DeKalb County SWCD at 260-925-5620, ext. 3.  Participants need to register by July 23, 2004.

*****

POND FIELD DAY IN WHITLEY COUNTY—The Whitley County SWCD is hosting a free Pond Field Day on August 26th at 6:00 p.m.  The event will be held at Harold Wolfe’s Pond, 4419 N. Etna Road, Columbia City. Agenda includes:

** Brandon Forester, Whitley County Engineer, “Pond Ordinance Requirements”

** Richard Kyler, Whitley County SWCD, “Pond Sites & Rule 5 Permit Process”

** Cory Wolfe, NRCS Engineer, “What to Consider When Building a Pond”

** Bill Leopold, Jones Fish & Lake Management, “Stocking Your Pond”

** Eric Bolt, IDNR Conservation Officer, “Liabilities and Responsibilities of Owning a Pond”
   Remember to bring a lawn chair. All attendees will receive a Pond Packet. Call Nadean at 260-244-6266, ext. 3, if you have any questions.
*****
FORESTRY FIELD DAY HELD—Interested in woodland management? Plan to attend a Four County Forestry Field Day on August 7th from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the property of Dr. Edward Hollenberg on CR 175 E just south of Winamac off of US 35. The event is sponsored by Arrow Head Country RC&D Forestry Committee and Fulton, Marshall, Pulaski and Starke County SWCDs. Topics to be discussed include Invasive Species, Tippecanoe River Watershed Program, Tree Plantation Management, Thinning of Your Woods, Timber Harvest Selection, and Timber Stand Improvement.  Also, there will be a timber felling demonstration and portable sawmill in operation.
   For more information, contact Arrow Head Country RC&D at 574-946-3022.

*****
HAMILTON COUNTY SWCD SPONSORS WORKSHOP—Attend a workshop for planners, developers, engineers, and plan reviewers on August 4th at the University High School in Carmel. The Hamilton County SWCD and Spence Restoration Nursery are sponsoring the workshop entitled, “Design and Implementation of Vegetated Practices for Phase II Projects.  Cost is $20 per person.  Contact John South at 317-773-2181, ext. 101 for more information.
*****

GARDENING PROGRAM FOR NEW GARDENERS—Our City Gardener Program will be held August 21 and 28 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the White River Gardens in Indianapolis.  The program features gardening lectures and outdoor “hands on” activities. Cost is $30 for registration fee and materials. Instructors are Purdue horticulturists Dr. Mary Welch-Keesey and Steve Mayer. Topics include How a Plant Grows, Soil & Fertilizers, Pests & Pest Management, Tree & Shrub Selection & Care, Weed Identification & Control, Lawn Care, Vegetable Gardening, Animal Damage Management, and Annual & Perennial Flowers.
   For more information or registration form, contact Lina Iman at 317-275-9305, ext. 286, or email MayerSL@purdue.edu.  Registration forms are also available online at http://www2.ces.purdue.edu/CES/Marion/HortConEvents.htm
*****
GRANT WRITING WORKSHOPS OFFERED—Sycamore Trails RC&D is once again offering Grant Writing Workshops instructed by Dr. Don Udell.  The workshops will be held in Greencastle, Indiana.  Grant Writing II will be held September 20-22, and Grant Writing III will be on September 23-25.  Cost per person is $250 per course, or $400 for both II and III.  For more details, you may download a registration flyer from our website at www.sycamoretrails.org (click on the calendar link & go to the September dates). Or you may contact the office at 765-653-9785 or strcd@sycamoretrails.org. – Michelle Phillips, Sycamore Trails RC&D
*****

FIELD DAY FEATURES MANURE APPLICATION SYSTEMS WITH MINIMUM TILL—A Minimum Till Manure Field Day will be held on August 2nd at 2:00 p.m. in Decatur County.  The Decatur County SWCD, Decatur County Extension Service, Top Notch Bio Solids, and Sand Creek Watershed Project are sponsoring the event.

   The day will begin at the Decatur County Extension office with a discussion about ways to apply liquid manure with minimum till and precision placement of nutrients based on a grid sampled soil test.  The field day features three different systems to apply manure with minimum till (Yetter, Balzer, and AerWay). The group will then move to a field demonstration, where they will view application with different systems and results of no-till planting. The farm operator has the latest equipment tailored to give accurate placement of nutrients as needed on the land, taking no-till farming and nutrient handling to the next level.
   For more information go to www.sandcreekwatershed.com or call 812-663-8685, ext. 3. – Bob Dawson, Decatur County SWCD 

*****

CONSERVATION TOOLS WORKSHOP ANNOUNCED—Have you ever struggled with how to identify areas with high wildlife and habitat conservation value? Now there is a tool that can help you.  The Indiana Biodiversity Initiative (IBI) has just completed a prototype version of a computer-based planning methodology called the Indiana Conservation Tool.  At upcoming workshops, you can receive training on use of newly mapped conservation data specifically developed for your region. Also, you will take home a CD-ROM with mapped information on areas in your region that are critical to biodiversity conservation.  Bring a laptop computer if you wish to “test drive” the GIS software.
   The workshops will be offered:

     July 22, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Hanover College, Horner Center Room 102, Hanover

     July 22, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Hanover College, Horner Center Room 102, Hanover

     Aug 4, 2:00-4:00 p.m., The Garrison, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

For more information, contact Forest Clark at USFWS, 812-334-4261, ext 206, forest_clark@fws.gov; or Vicky Meretsky, IU, 812-855-5971, meretsky@indiana.edu.  

*****

SWCD HOSTS WATER QUALITY MONITORING SESSION—The Gibson County SWCD will host a Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring on July 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  It will be held at the Gibson County Highway Garage meeting room.  The morning session will be held in the meeting room and the afternoon will be at the Pigeon Creek site.  Snacks and lunch will be furnished to participants through an environmental educational contribution from Toyota Motor Manufacturing.  Registration is limited.  Please RSVP to Ann Ice, Education Coordinator at 812-385-5033, ext. 3. 

*****

HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. – Susan Schultz, Project WET Coordinator
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jul 22 – Indiana Biodiversity Initiative Conservation Tools Workshop,

   Hanover College, Hanover

Jul 25-28 – SWCS Annual Conf, St. Paul, MN

Jul 27 – Hoosier Riverwatch Water Quality Monitoring, Gibson County

Jul 27 – NW Area Meeting, Lafayette

Jul 28 – SW Area Meeting, Switz City

Jul 30 – Hoosier Riverwatch Volunteer Stream Monitoring Workshop,

   Auburn

Aug 2 – Minimum Till Manure Field Day, Decatur County

Aug 3 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, Northwest IN

Aug 4 – Indiana Biodiversity Initiative Conservation Tools Workshop,

   The Garrison, Ft. Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Aug 4 – Design/Implementation of Vegetated Practices for Phase II Projects,

   University High School, W. 116th Street, Carmel

Aug 7 – Four County Forestry Field Day, Hollenberg property, Winamac 

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Aug 21, 28 – City Gardener Program, White River Gardens, Indianapolis

Aug 26 – Pond Field Day, Harold Wolfe’s Pond, Columbia City

Sep 2 – Putnam/Hendricks County Conservation Expo, Ames 4K Farms

Sep 20-22 – Grant Writing II Workshop, Greencastle

Sep 23-25 – Grant Writing III Workshop, Greencastle

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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