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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY
**I congratulate IDNR and IASWCD for a very successful Summer Splash on August 5-7, 2004 at the Radisson Hotel in Merrillville where 71 folks attended.  The full agenda of Fair Oaks Dairy Tour, training for District Supervisors, and Board Meeting kept us busy, but we still had wonderful opportunities to meet one another and socialize.  Thanks for a terrific summer meeting!

**The 2004 Indiana State Fair, now in its second week, was kicked off last Wednesday with a delicious pork breakfast sponsored by the Pork Producers. The well attended breakfast highlighted Governor Joe Kernan as the guest of honor.  After the breakfast, we had the opportunity to attend the ceremony to open the new 4-H Exhibit Hall complex, where Hoosiers celebrate 100 years of 4-H.

   I want to remind our Partnership members to visit the exhibits at Pathway to Water Quality, Our Land Pavilion, Farm Bureau Building, and the new NRCS Technology in Conservation demonstrations in front of Pathway.

STREAM TABLE PROVIDES CONDUIT TO EXPO ATTENDEES—On July 16-18, 2004 Indiana NRCS, in partnership with RD, participated in the 34th Annual Indiana Black Exposition held in Indianapolis.  This marked the 14th year that NRCS has participated in the Consumer Exhibition part of the event.  The Indiana Black Expo provides NRCS a vehicle of exposure to a large number of Black urban individuals, who prior to the event had no knowledge of NRCS, what we do, and the services we provide.  Since 2002, NRCS has used a Stream Table (from Indiana Project WET Soil and Water Quality Program) as part of an interactive informational/recruitment display to get the attention of Expo attendees.  The use of the Stream Table has been a big factor in increasing the number of patrons who visited our booth.

   Of the 25,000 plus people who visited the Expo during this year’s three-day Consumer Exhibition, we talked with over 500 people who visited our booth, picked up materials, and asked questions about our agency and possible career opportunities.  We have already received a number of inquiries from some of this year’s attendees. – Bennie Clark, Jr., Black Emphasis Program Manager
QUALITY QUOTES:  
   “Worry is a misuse of the imagination.” – Dan Zadra, Business executive
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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CONSERVATION EXPO HELD NEAR FILLMORE—Plan to attend the 2004 Conservation Expo on September 2nd from 3:00 p.m. until dark. This year the Putnam County SWCD joined the Hendricks County SWCD, Indiana Conservation Tillage Initiative, and Sycamore Trails RC&D to sponsor the event.  The hosts include Ames 4K Farms, Bryce Arnold, and John Zeiner. Headquarters for the Expo will be the Ames 4K Farms located near Fillmore.
   These farms give a state-of-the-art look at long term No-Till, Nitrogen Management, Soil Quality, Starter Innovations, and Pest Management.  The day will include discussion on when and if Gypsum can improve soil health.  A large number of continuous no-till acres have been set aside for conservation demonstrations.  Attendees viewing a soil pit will be able to observe soil quality benefits of 11 years of no-till, plus yield advantages and the economic sustainability of this system.  Commercial and machinery exhibits will be on display, as well.  Expo will conclude with a complimentary dinner at 6:30 p.m., courtesy of the Expo sponsors.  For more information contact the Putnam County SWCD at 765-653-7454, or Hendricks County SWCD at 317-745-2555, ext. 3. – Sue Crafton, Putnam County SWCD
*****

LAKE MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP SCHEDULED—The Gibson County SWCD will host a Lake Management Workshop on Saturday, September 25 from 9:00-Noon at the Princeton City Park. Attendees must register for the free workshop. Contact Ann Ice, Education Coordinator at 812-385-5033, ext. 3 or ann.ice@in.nacdnet.net.

*****

CHRISTA JONES PRESENTER AT I.D.E.A. WORKSHOP—I.D.E.A. is hosting a workshop, “Managing for a Higher Purpose”, for all SWCD employees, with Christa Jones of NACD as presenter.  The workshop will be held 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at four locations across the state. 

   Sept 21 – Huntington County USDA Service Center

   Sept 22 – Daviess County Public Library

   Sept 23 – Jennings County Public Library

   Oct 5 – White County, Reynolds, Purdue Extension Building (fairgrounds)

Cost is $10 for I.D.E.A. members, $15 for non-members. Lunch is on your own. Join I.D.E.A. now for $10 and save $5 on your registration cost. Membership will also get you a discount for the I.D.E.A. Fall Workshop on October 26-27 in West Lafayette. Contact Jeri Ziliak, Posey County SWCD for more information at jeri.ziliak@in.nacdnet.net or 812-838-4191, ext. 3.

*****
PARTNERSHIP EMPLOYEES INVITED TO FORAGE MANAGEMENT DAY—Forage Management Day, offered through the Purdue University Crop Diagnostic Training and Research Center, will be held on September 2 at the Purdue University Crop Diagnostic Training and Research Center near West Lafayette and the Scholer Animal Sciences Farm in Warren County. The emphasis of the training will be pasture oriented. Targeted attendees are Indiana Conservation Partnership employees, agribusiness employees that interact with pasture-owning clientele, and farmers who want to implement a pasture plan for their farm.
   Pre-registration is necessary.  Find details at www.agry.purdue.edu/dtc.  Partnership employees receive a price break at $50. Please contact your supervisor before registering. - Darrell Brown, Indianapolis

*****

PURDUE AGRONOMY FIELD DAY PLANNED—The 2004 Purdue Agronomy Field Day is scheduled for September 14 at the Purdue Agronomy Center for Research and Education.  Registration (free) will begin at 8:00 a.m., and the first round of tours will be offered at 8:30 a.m.  Check out the tour schedule at http://www.agry.purdue.edu/FieldDay/tours.html for specific tour departure times.  The tours will focus on 1) genetic technologies for corn insect & weed management, 2) crop variety testing and on-farm research, 3) grain quality assurance programs, 4) yield monitor calibration techniques, and 5) auto-steer technologies & high accuracy GPS systems.  Download a PDF-formatted field day flyer at http://www.agry.purdue.edu/FieldDay/flyer.pdf. - Tony Bailey, Indianapolis
*****

POND FIELD DAY IN WHITLEY COUNTY—The Whitley County SWCD is hosting a free Pond Field Day on August 26th at 6:00 p.m.  The event will be held at Harold Wolfe’s Pond, 4419 N. Etna Road, Columbia City. Agenda includes:

 --Brandon Forester, Whitley County Engineer, “Pond Ordinance Requirements”

 --Richard Kyler, Whitley County SWCD, “Pond Sites & Rule 5 Permit Process”

 --Cory Wolfe, NRCS Engineer, “What to Consider When Building a Pond”

 --Bill Leopold, Jones Fish & Lake Management, “Stocking Your Pond”

 --Eric Bolt, IDNR Conservation Officer, “Liabilities and Responsibilities of Owning a Pond”
   Remember to bring a lawn chair. All attendees will receive a Pond Packet. Call Nadean at 260-244-6266, ext. 3, if you have any questions.
*****
GARDENING PROGRAM FOR NEW GARDENERS—Our City Gardener Program will be held August 21 and 28 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the White River Gardens in Indianapolis.  The program features gardening lectures and outdoor “hands on” activities. Cost is $30 for registration fee and materials. Instructors are Purdue horticulturists Dr. Mary Welch-Keesey and Steve Mayer. Topics include How a Plant Grows, Soil & Fertilizers, Pests & Pest Management, Tree & Shrub Selection & Care, Weed Identification & Control, Lawn Care, Vegetable Gardening, Animal Damage Management, and Annual & Perennial Flowers.
   For more information or registration form, contact Lina Iman at 317-275-9305, ext. 286, or email MayerSL@purdue.edu.  Registration forms are also available online at http://www2.ces.purdue.edu/CES/Marion/HortConEvents.htm
*****
GRANT WRITING WORKSHOPS OFFERED—Sycamore Trails RC&D is once again offering Grant Writing Workshops instructed by Dr. Don Udell.  The workshops will be held in Greencastle, Indiana.  Grant Writing II will be held September 20-22, and Grant Writing III will be on September 23-25.  Cost per person is $250 per course, or $400 for both II and III.  For more details, you may download a registration flyer from our website at www.sycamoretrails.org (click on the calendar link & go to the September dates). Or you may contact the office at 765-653-9785 or strcd@sycamoretrails.org. – Michelle Phillips, Sycamore Trails RC&D
*****

HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. 
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Aug 11-22 – Indiana State Fair

Aug 21, 28 – City Gardener Program, White River Gardens, Indianapolis

Aug 26 – Pond Field Day, Harold Wolfe’s Pond, Columbia City

Sep 2 – Putnam/Hendricks County Conservation Expo, Ames 4K Farms, near Fillmore
Sep 2 – Forage Management Workshop, Purdue Diagnostic Center, Purdue Farm,

   and Scholer-Purdue Animal Sciences Farm, Warren County

Sep 14 – Agronomy Field Day, Purdue Agronomy Center for Research and

   Education

Sep 20-22 – Grant Writing II Workshop, Greencastle

Sep 21 – I.D.E.A. Managing for a Higher Purpose, Huntington County

   USDA Service Center

Sep 22 – I.D.E.A. Managing for a Higher Purpose, Daviess County

   Public Library

Sep 23 – I.D.E.A. Managing for a Higher Purpose, Jennings County
   Public Library

Sep 23-25 – Grant Writing III Workshop, Greencastle

Sep 25 – Lake Management Workshop, Princeton City Park, Princeton

Oct 5 – I.D.E.A. Managing for a Higher Purpose, White County,

   Reynolds, Purdue Extension Building (fairgrounds)

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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