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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

RC&D RECEIVES AG GRANTS—On September 10, Lt. Governor Kathy Davis announced recipients of the 2004 Value-Added Agriculture Grant Program. Indiana will award $971,490 for projects aimed at keeping Hoosier agriculture profitable. Davis, who serves as Indiana’s Commissioner of Agriculture, said, “The state of Indiana supports projects that promote the state’s agricultural commodities while also encouraging new and innovative uses of Indiana’s resources.  These grants will keep Indiana at the forefront of the agricultural industry and increase the value of state-produced goods.” The Value-Added Agriculture Grant program funds research and educational projects around the state.  

   Twenty-four grant recipients were announced including educational institutions, agribusinesses and research-oriented entities.  The Historic Hoosier Hills Resource Conservation and Development, Inc. was named among the recipients for two projects.  The first project, receiving $100,000, is for Indiana agriculture to partner with Purdue University and USDA’s Rural Development in the financial support of the educational “Ways to Grow and Beyond” program.  This program helps producers investigate and successfully adopt specialty crops or enterprises that will diversify the farm income base and enhance sustainability of farmers and rural communities. The second project, Accessing Local Institutional Markets through Growers Cooperatives, will receive $47,000.  This project will assist producers in Jennings and seven surrounding counties in marketing their products to local schools, community shelters, correctional facilities and hospitals. This will increase the income of local growers while improving the quality of nutrition provided at community institutions.
   Congratulations, Historic Hoosier Hills RC&D!
WEALTH OF INFO ON NEW SARE WEBSITE—This summer the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) program unveiled a new website designed to help farmers increase profitability, protect the environment, and improve rural communities.  Funded by the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service, SARE works with producers, researchers, and educators to promote sustainable agriculture through a competitive grants and education program. Now the information gleaned from years of research is available on the web at www.sare.org.   
   Quick links help users:
*Get a grant

*Search the SARE projects database

*Post or browse upcoming events

*Order books and bulletins

*Find SARE contacts and regions

   Topical indexes allow the user to browse a variety of subjects, including animal production, crop production, and economics and marketing.  Also, the site is sorted by audience, giving farmers, consumers, researchers, and educators a fast track to the information that is most useful to them.

A Bit of Trivia:
   Which state has the longest coastline:  Florida, California, Hawaii, or Alaska?  (Answer below Mark Your Calendar)

QUALITY QUOTES:  
   “Any fool can criticize, condemn, and complain – and most fools do.” – Dale Carnegie
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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********************************************************************

DUBOIS COUNTY FORESTRY/WILDLIFE FIELD DAY PLANNED—Forestry and wildlife will be featured at a field day on Saturday, October 23rd at the Southern Indiana Purdue Agricultural Center in northeast Dubois County.  Tours and workshops continue from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., rain or shine.  Topics include: forest management, pond management, chainsaw safety, tree felling demonstration, horse logging demonstration, Patoka Lake wildlife management, wildlife food plots, deer browse control, and more! Free lunch and beverages will be provided.  Dubois County SWCD, Purdue Extension, IDNR Div. of Fish and Wildlife and Div. of Forestry, and Jasper Desk are sponsors.  Funding provided through a Forest Stewardship Challenge Grant. Pre-registration is requested to Judi Brown, 812-482-1171, ext. 3 or judi.brown@in.nacdnet.net.
*****

COMMUNITIES AT THE CROSSROADS VII—The Indiana Land Use Consortium (ILUC) will host the 7th Communities at the Crossroads Conference on October 13 at the Crowne Plaza at Union Station, downtown Indianapolis. Speakers will review the demographic, economic, environmental, land use, and planning trends that affect the future of the state. For complete details, go to www.planningcrossroads.org or www.hoosierchapterswcs.org. If you have questions, contact Jamie Palmer at 317-261-3046 or jlpalmer@iupui.edu. – Ron Lauster, Pres. Hoosier Chapter SWCS
*****
FIELD DRAINAGE THE TOPIC OF THE DAY—Purdue University and the Indiana Land Improvement Contractors Association will host a field day about field drainage on September 24-25 at the Davis Purdue Ag Center, located 14 miles east of Muncie near Farmland.  The free event runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is open to the public. Lunch will be available for a fee.

   During the day, members of the land improvement association will install a new drainage system on a 40-acre field.  The system includes four drainage control structures that keep water in the field when it doesn’t need drained. Jane Frankenberger of Purdue said, “The field day is an opportunity for farmers, contractors, and others to see how tile drainage is installed and how to improve it.” She also stated, “The practice has a potential for positive impact on crop yields because it holds water in the field so it’s available for crops later in the season.”
   Tours run every 30 minutes from 9-11 a.m. Tour topics include: 1) Drainage management and its benefits, 2) On-site drainage management research, 3) GPS elevation mapping for drainage system design and installation, and 4) USDA cost-share options for drainage water management. For more information, contact INLICA Executive Director Rhonda Neiswinger at 812-939-2156 (rneiswinger@ticz.com); Davis-Purdue Ag Center Superintendent Jeff Boyer at 765-468-7022; or Jane Frankenberger at 765-494-1194 (frankenb@purdue.edu). 
*****

POND WORKSHOP FOR HOMEOWNERS—The Fall 2004 Pond Pro Workshop for Homeowners will be held on four Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 at the Zionsville Town Hall Conference Room.  The workshops are scheduled for September 23 and 30, and October 7 and 14.  Each evening covers different topics.  The sessions are designed for those who own or manage existing ponds and lakes. The cost of $30 per person includes workshop fees, plus all materials.

   For information call the Hoosier Heartland RC&D office at 317-290-3250 or the Boone County SWCD at 765-482-6355, ext. 3. 

*****
HOOSIER CHAPTER SWCS PLANS FALL MEETING—The Hoosier Chapter of SWCS will be holding their annual fall meeting, which is open to all, on November 18-19 in Crawfordsville.  Participants will register at the Holiday Inn in Crawfordsville, then load buses and travel to the Cain Farm for the program.  Participants need to arrive in time for bus departure at 9:35 a.m.
   The meeting will focus on “Back to the Basics of No-Till.”  Some of the topics include Agronomics of No-Till, Benefits and Challenges of No-Till, Getting to Know No-Till Equipment, and The Soil Test Explained.  The evening banquet will feature an awards ceremony and a presentation on Perfecting the No-Till Sales Pitch. The annual business meeting will be held on Friday and will provide a great opportunity to learn more about the Hoosier Chapter.

   Registration is $40 before October 29 (late registration is $55). This fee includes program materials, lunch and transportation. Hotel reservations may be made by calling the Holiday Inn at 765-362-8700 and giving them the code of HCS. The hotel is located at U.S. 231 and I-74.  Rooms are available for $63 plus tax through November 2.  For a complete agenda, go to www.hoosierchapterswcs.org. If you need more information, contact Jenny Vogel at 812-346-3411, ext. 3, or email jenny.vogel@in.usda.gov. 

*****

LAKE MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP SCHEDULED—The Gibson County SWCD will host a Lake Management Workshop on Saturday, September 25 from 9:00-Noon at the Princeton City Park. Attendees must register for the free workshop. Contact Ann Ice, Education Coordinator at 812-385-5033, ext. 3 or ann.ice@in.nacdnet.net.

*****

CHRISTA JONES PRESENTER AT I.D.E.A. WORKSHOP—I.D.E.A. is hosting a workshop, “Managing for a Higher Purpose”, for all SWCD employees, with Christa Jones of NACD as presenter.  The workshop will be held 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at four locations across the state. 

   Sept 21 – Huntington County USDA Service Center

   Sept 22 – Daviess County Public Library

   Sept 23 – Jennings County Public Library

   Oct 5 – White County, Reynolds, Purdue Extension Building (fairgrounds)

Cost is $10 for I.D.E.A. members, $15 for non-members. Lunch is on your own. Join I.D.E.A. now for $10 and save $5 on your registration cost. Membership will also get you a discount for the I.D.E.A. Fall Workshop on October 26-27 in West Lafayette. Contact Jeri Ziliak, Posey County SWCD for more information at jeri.ziliak@in.nacdnet.net or 812-838-4191, ext. 3.

*****
HEALTHY WATER, HEALTHY PEOPLE—Project WET and Hoosier Riverwatch announce advanced training featuring “Healthy Water, Healthy People.”  This program uses innovative, interactive activities and materials to demonstrate critical water quality topics.  Participants will receive the HWHP Educators Guide and Water Monitoring Test Kit Manual, valued at $40.  Workshops are free of charge, but are limited to 30 participants.
   See the calendar below for workshop dates.  For more information, e-mail nrec@dnr.state.in.us or phone 317-562-1338. 
**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Sep 15-Oct 15 – National Hispanic Heritage Month

Sep 23 – I.D.E.A. Managing for a Higher Purpose, Jennings County
   Public Library

Sep 23 – Fall 2004 Pond Pro Workshop, Zionsville Town Hall Conf Rm,

   Zionsville

Sep 23-25 – Grant Writing III Workshop, Greencastle

Sep 24-25 – Drainage Water Management Field Day, Davis Purdue

   Agricultural Center, Farmland

Sep 25 – Lake Management Workshop, Princeton City Park, Princeton

Sep 30 – Fall 2004 Pond Pro Workshop, Zionsville Town Hall Conf Rm,

   Zionsville

Oct 5 – I.D.E.A. Managing for a Higher Purpose, White County,

   Reynolds, Purdue Extension Building (fairgrounds)

Oct 7 – Fall 2004 Pond Pro Workshop, Zionsville Town Hall Conf Rm,

   Zionsville

Oct 12-24 – Annual Central States Forest Soils Workshop, Hazard Hotel,

   Hazard, Kentucky

Oct 13 – Indiana Land Use Consortium’s Communities at the Crossroads

    Conf, Crowne Plaza at Union Station, Indianapolis

Oct 14 – Fall 2004 Pond Pro Workshop, Zionsville Town Hall Conf Rm,

   Zionsville

Oct 19-20 – Field Leaders’ Meeting, Indianapolis

Oct 23 – Forestry & Wildlife Field Day, Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Ctr,

   Northeast Dubois County

Nov 18-19 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Fall Meeting, Holiday Inn

    and Cain Farm, Crawfordsville

Nov 19 – “Healthy Water, Healthy People,” Project WET/Hoosier Riverwatch
   Advanced Training, NREC, Ft. Harrison, Indianapolis

(Trivia Answer: Alaska)

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.

************************************************************






















