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Shannon Zezula welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He is acting State Conservationist while Jane Hardisty is in 
Washington, DC on detail as Acting Chief of Staff for Dave White, Chief, NRCS.  He mentioned that we are 
celebrating NRCS’ 75th anniversary.  There is a great video regarding our anniversary at www.nrcs.usda.gov. 
 
Ray McCormick, Indiana farmer, spoke about his experience as a panel member on President Obama’s Great 
Outdoors Initiative Conference.  Also on the panel was USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack.  The purpose is to conserve 
cherished land and encourage more Americans to enjoy the outdoors. He stated that it was quite an honor and he 
was thankful to Jane for her recommendation.  There will be listening sessions across the states to get further input 
from the local communities.   
 
WRP Successes and Goose Pond Bird Responses 
 
Lee Sterrenburg, Sassafras Audubon Society, gave a presentation on the Birds of 2009 at Goose Pond.  (See 
attached presentation)  
 
Dave Stratman, Biologist, NRCS, gave a presentation on the impact of WRP in Indiana.  (See attached 
presentation) 
 
Soil Carbon National Effort 
 
Travis Neeley, State Soil Scientist/MO Leader, NRCS, updated the committee on the nationwide program being 
initiated by the USDA/NRCS, to derive a comprehensive inventory of soil carbon stocks for soils of the United 
States as affected by soil properties, agricultural management, ecosystems, and land uses.  (See attached 
presentation) 
 
USGS Flooding Effort 
 
Mike Cox, State Conservation Engineer, NRCS, and Chris Ritz, Civil Engineer, NRCS, gave a presentation on the 
7 day flooding maps for Indiana.  When this information is finalized it will be published on the NRCS website. 
(See attached presentation)    
 
Farm Bill Programs Update 
 
Teresah Caire provided an update on programs.  (See attached handout) 
 
FY 2010 Initiatives 
 
Jill Reinhart, ASTC-Outreach and Communication, NRCS, provided an update on NRCS initiatives.  (See attached 
presentation) 
 
Guidelines for Threatened and Endangered Species 
 
Dave Stratman, Biologist, NRCS, gave a presentation on threatened and endangered species, specifically the 
Indiana Bat.   He also noted that there are changes to erosion control blankets where threatened and endangered 
snakes are known to occur .  (See attached presentation) 
 
Farm Service Agency Update 
 
Gail Peas, Conservation Specialist, FSA, presented a request from Starke County for the Indiana State Committee 
to make a recommendation to the FSA State Committee to be included in the State’s Conservation Priority Area 
(CPA).  (The Indiana State Technical Committee did not recommend that this request go to the FSA State 
Committee.)  See attached maps of the approved CRP CPAs. 
 
She updated the committee on the Transition Incentives Program (TIP).  (See attached handout) 
 
Other Issues 
The next State Technical Committee meeting date is September 14, 2010. 


