Conservation Reserve Program

Step-by-step Application Information

The following provides a general account of the steps necessary for a landowner to complete the CRP Application process.

1. Producer initiates CRP Application (CRP-2) with FSA, indicating location of land being offered on an aerial map and practice being offered.

2. FSA determines eligible Acreage Eligibility, Practice Eligibility and Practice Eligibility.

3. CRP-2 is forwarded to NRCS with an aerial photo attached.

4. The NRCS Designated Conservationist completes a site visit to determine the following:

· The acreage is suitable for the offered practice, this includes determining what type of water source is being protected in the case of practice CP21 and CP22

· The practice is needed and feasible to solve the resource concern

· The purpose of the practice is being met

· The minimum required width to meet the FOTG (Field Office Technical Guide) standards

· The eligible area is flagged in the field

5. The NRCS Designated Conservationist completes blocks 19 through 30C and 40 B. Blocks 19 through 23, 28 and 29 shall be completed with N/A.

6. The NRCS Designated Conservationist returns the CRP-2 to FSA.

7. If the CRP Practice is a Grass-Waterway, the NRCS Designated Conservationist will provide FSA a cost-estimate on the Grass-Waterway.

8. The NRCS Designated Conservationist completes the needs information on the AD-862.

9. The NRCS Designated Conservationist develops the Conservation Plan and the Conservation Plan of Operations (Contract Support Document). The Conservation Plan of Operations must be signed by all signatories to the CRP-1, the NRCS Designated Conservationist and the Conservation District.

Note: There may be other signatories to the CRP-1 other than the producer NRCS is working with on a particular CRP contract that NRCS may not be aware of. FSA will be responsible for obtaining any additional signatures that may be needed.

10. The producer installs the practice and bills are submitted to FSA.

11. The NRCS Designated Conservationist signs the AD-862 certifying the practice meets NRCS Standards and Specifications.

12. Cost-share payment is issued by FSA.

13. The NRCS Designated Conservationist completes the first year status review.

14. The NRCS Designated Conservationist completes the second year status review if the first year status review was not final.

15. The NRCS Designated Conservationist completes the third year status review if the second year status review was not final.

