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	2003 Grassland Reserve Program


	

	
	Indiana Summary

Overview
The goal of the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is to protect native and non-native grassland from conversion to non-agricultural uses and to conserve this valuable national resource for future generations.
The Grassland Reserve Program provides enrollment under two options: Rental Agreements, or Easements.
Rental Agreements pay a flat rate per acre for the grassland value for each year of the agreement.  This predetermined value was $16.50 per acre in Indiana for 2003.  Rental Agreements can be for 10, 15, 20, or 30 years.  Cost share is available to enhance the grassland, or to improve grazing.
The Easement option allows owners to enter the GRP program under 30-year or permanent easements.  The value of easements is established by an appraisal of the fair market value of the land offered less the grassland value of the land encumbered by the easement.  The easement value is affected by the length of the easement period.  The GRP program covers the cost of appraisals, land surveys, closing and recording fees.  Cost share is available to improve the grassland cover or to install needed grazing improvements.

Accomplishments

The Indiana NRCS is securing easements to protect 265 acres of grassland on 6 Indiana farms.  Additionally, 752 acres were protected under Rental Agreements on 14 Indiana Farms.

Program Benefits

Grasslands contribute to Indiana’s rural economy and character, and provide critical environmental benefits.  The GRP program provides financial and technical resources to help protect and restore theses lands. 

State Contact

Jim Dunaway, Soil Conservationist, (317) 290-3200, Ext. 334, jim.dunaway@in.usda.gov  




	Indiana GRP Dollars and Contracts



Fiscal Year 2003



Congressional 
Obligated 
Number of


Districts
Dollars
Contracts
District 1
  -
-


District 2
-
-

District 3
 $68,496
3
District 4
$162,342
7
District 5
$47,239
3
District 6
$22,179
2  

District 7
-
-

District 8
-
-

District 9
$519,895
5
State Totals
$820,151
20




	

	

	The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Program Focus — The Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) was created to protect native and non-native grasslands from conversion to cropland or non-agricultural uses, and to conserve this resource for future generations.





GRP provides Rental Agreements or Easements as enrollment options.





Rental Agreements pay a flat rate per acre for the grassland value for each year of the agreement.





Easements are based on a site specific appraisal of the fair market value of the land less the grassland value of the land encumbered by the easement.





Indiana is using GRP to protect 1,017 acres of grassland from conversion to other uses.  
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