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2002 Resource  

Conservation and 

Development Program

Indiana Summary

Overview

Nine RC&D areas cover 65 of the 92 counties in the state.  Other counties are exploring RC&D as a way to work with their neighbors.  All nine RC&D Councils are incorporated, non-profit, tax-exempt, and are 501c3 organizations by the Internal Revenue Service’s determination.  RC&D’s are organized into a statewide coalition called the Indiana League of RC&D Councils, Inc.  The League works on issues of statewide importance.

Accomplishments

RC&D can be utilized to accomplish many purposes.  Based on local input, councils have addressed issues related to community improvement, forestry, natural resource improvement, water quality, recreation and tourism, and waste utilization.  Over 175 new projects were started this past year and 165 projects were completed.

Outlook

There will be continued strong interest for the Resource Conservation and Development Program for FY 2003. The Greater Wabash River RC&D area has completed an application for funding.  This includes 5 counties in north central Indiana.  The Northwest Territory and the White River RC&D councils are both less than two years old.  Both are gaining support in their areas.  Funding for RC&D on the national level is strong.  The 2002 Farm Bill has given permanent authorization to the RC&D program.

State Contacts

John Poenisch, Program Analyst, 317-290-3200 ext. 357, john.poenisch@in.usda.gov


     

Indiana RC&D Projects for Fiscal Year 2002

                                 Congressional 
Planning 
Approved by


RC&D Area                Districts
Started
   Council
On Going
Completed
Arrow Head Country
1,2,3,4,5
5
5
   3                              9

Four Rivers
8,9
15
3
7                            64

Historic Hoosier Hills
6,9
44
29
34                            26

Hoosier Heartland
4,5,6,7,9
47
47
26                            19

Lincoln Hills
9
5
8
13                            10

Northwest Territory
1,2
21
21
11                            11

Sycamore Trails
4,8
22
12
11                            17

White River
4,9
5
8 
8                              -

Wood-Land-Lakes
2,3
11
 8
8                              9

State Totals

175
141
121                          165




Indiana RC&D Areas

RC&D Area                   Counties 
Arrow Head Country
  Newton, Jasper, Starke, Marshall, Kosciusko, Pulaski, Fulton, White, Cass, Miami

Four Rivers
Greene, Knox, Daviess, Martin, Gibson, Pike, Dubois, Posey, Vanderburgh, Warrick

Historic Hoosier Hills
Franklin, Jennings, Ripley, Dearborn, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland, Clark

Hoosier Heartland
Boone, Hamilton, Hendricks, Marion, Hancock, Morgan, Johnson, Shelby, Monroe, Brown

Lincoln Hills
Spencer, Perry, Crawford, Washington, Harrison

Northwest Territory
Lake, Porter, St. Joseph 

Sycamore Trails
Vermillion, Fountain, Montgomery, Parke, Putnam, Vigo, Clay, Owen, Sullivan

White River
Lawrence, Jackson, Orange, Washington

Wood-Land-Lakes
Elkhart, LaGrange, Steuben, Noble, DeKalb, Whitley



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
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Program Focus 





The Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) program was authorized by the Food and Agriculture Act of 1962, P.L. 87-703.  The purpose of the program is to encourage and improve the capability of designated RC&D areas to plan, develop and carry out projects for resource conservation and development.  RC&D projects relate to land conservation, water management, economic development and community sustainability.





The RC&D program helps people care for and protect their natural resources, and improve local economies and living standards.  The program is successful because we pull together people, communities, various units of government, and grassroots organizations – uniting in shared purpose and pooling resources and skills to get work done.  RC&D projects and activities are determined by the area’s problems and needs.





RC&D is based on the idea that people know what their communities need and can create solutions that will really work.  Groups of local volunteers establish RC&D councils, which represent sponsoring organizations within a multi-county region.  In Indiana, sponsoring organizations include Soil and Water Conservation Districts, County Commissioners, and in some areas, Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service  Boards.
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