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National Initiative
Energy
Questions & Answers

Background. During fiscal year (FY) 2012, the program is designed to assist producers in two
ways:

1. Identify ways to conserve energy on their farms through an Agricultural Energy
Management Plan (AgEMP) conservation activity plan (CAP), also known as an on-farm
energy audit.

2. Provide assistance to implement various recommended measures through the use of
conservation practice standards offered through this initiative, such as the Farmstead
Energy Improvement (374) and others.

Question (Q) — Who is eligible?

Answer (A) — Any participant that can meet the EQIP eligibility guidelines.
http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/news/publications/USDA _Eligibility.pdf

Question (Q) — What land is eligible?
A — This initiative is only applicable to Crop and Headquarters land use types.
Q — What conservation practices are included with this initiative?

A - Practices include: Conservation Crop Rotation (328), Residue and Tillage Management, No-
Till (329), Cover Crop (340), Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380), Farmstead Energy
Improvement (374) — LED Lighting and attic insulation only, Irrigation Water Management (449),
Pumping Plant (533) and Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till (345). Also included are
the Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP) Headquarters (122) and Landscape (124)
Conservation Activity Plans (CAPs).

Q —Is an audit required to qualify for this Initiative?

A —No. An Energy Audit or Conservation Activity Plan that identifies the need for farmstead
energy improvement practices is required only to apply for practice Farmstead Energy
Improvement (374).

Q — What type of energy audit is required for the Farmstead Energy Improvement (374)?

A — A current (NTE 5 years old) energy audit for components of major activities associated with
the farm enterprise must be performed in accordance with ASABE Standard S612. Completion
of an AGEMP CAP (122) meets this requirement. The AQEMP 122 CAP requires an ASABE
S612 Type 2 audit.
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Q — Can a producer sign up for the AQEMP Headquarters (CAP 122) at the same time they
sign up for Farmstead Energy Improvement (374)?

A — An audit or 122 CAP must be in hand and used for the application/ranking process for a
374. Applications with 374 will be deferred until the 122 CAP or audit is in hand.

Q — Can a producer sign up for the AQEMP Landscape (CAP 124) at the same time they
apply to implement landscape-level energy-saving practices (such as 328, 329, 449, etc.)
identified in their conservation plan?

A — Yes, a producer can sign up for both but they must submit two applications (1200’s) — one
for the CAP and another for any practices the producer would like to consider applying for
(implementation). However, a 124 may not be needed in this instance if the planner has already
identified the need for all of the potential energy-saving practices during the planning process.

Q — If the AGEmp (122) recommends six items, and the producer only wants to implement
one is that ok?

A — Yes, however the one that they select has to be offered through 374 in Indiana.
Q — What types of changes/improvements are eligible under 374 in Indiana?
A — Attic insulation and conversion to LED light bulbs only.

Q —If afarm has an audit that specifies a change from incandescent to Compact
Florescent (CFL) or Tube Florescent type lighting, does that qualify for the EQIP lighting
payment?

A — No. The EQIP payment is for an upgrade to LED lighting only. The audit must specify LED
and the landowner must install LED. The landowner can ask the auditor to adjust the audit to
specify LED in order to qualify for the payment. This will reflect a new payback period, etc in the
audit.

Q — Does a USDA Rural Development (RD) audit meet the purposes required for this
NRCS initiative?

A — It depends. If the audit was a whole farm audit meeting the ASABE S612 requirements,
then yes, it meets the NRCS needs. If the audit was only for a part of the farm (i.e. grain bin
dryers), then no, it does not meet NRCS needs.

Q — Are there Technical Service Providers (TSPs) available for these CAPs?

A — Yes. Refer producers to the TechReg website. Some TSPs on TechReg with an out-of-
Indiana address have data collectors in Indiana able to perform the service.

Q — Does the farmstead (house) qualify for the EQIP payment?
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A — No, despite the name, this is not for the residence. It is for any farm buildings that include
machinery, animal production, storage and processing, etc. The 374 standard states this
practice applies to non-residential structures.

Q — What should be done if the farm has livestock, grain handling and field crops with
irrigation?

A — If the producer wants, this would be 2 different contracts (can’'t have more than one CAP on
the same landf8@ at the same time). If so, this would be an AGEMP HQ CAP (122) livestock
(appropriate size) + the Mixed Enterprise (to include the grain handling) and the AGEMP
Landscape CAP (124) cropland (appropriate acres under irrigation).

Q — Who developed the State ranking questions in the Application Evaluation and
Ranking Tool in ProTracts?

A — NHQ established the state ranking questions for this Initiative.

Q — What are the local ranking questions in the Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool
in ProTracts?

A — The local ranking questions for this Initiative are the same as those used for General EQIP
as developed by the Local Working Groups.



