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Background.  Through the EQIP Seasonal High Tunnel System Initiative, NRCS will assist 
producers to extend the growing season for high value crops in an environmentally safe 
manner.  The initiative has the potential to assist producers in addressing an existing resource 
concern by improving the plant quality, improving soil quality, reducing nutrient and pesticide 
transport, improving air quality through reduced transportation inputs and reducing energy use 
by providing consumers with a local source of fresh produce. 

Question (Q) – Who is eligible? 

Answer (A) – Any participant that can meet the EQIP eligibility guidelines.  
http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/news/publications/USDA_Eligibility.pdf 

Q – What land is eligible? 

A – The SHT must be placed on cropland to address an identified resource concern. 

Q – What is the definition of cropland – is my garden eligible? 

A – Cropland is any land planted to crops in a rotation (i.e., annuals such as corn, soybeans, 
vegetables, or multi-year crops that are grown in rotation).  “Gardens” meet this definition if the 
applicant meets EQIP eligibility (has Farm & Tract numbers) and an existing resource concern. 

Q – What conservation practices are included with this initiative? 

A - Practices include: Seasonal Tunnel System for Crops (798), Cover Crop (340), Conservation 
Crop Rotation (328), Residue and Tillage Management, No Till (329), Residue and Tillage 
Management, Mulch Till (345), Nutrient Management (590), Integrated Pest Management (595), 
Irrigation System, Microirrigation (441), Irrigation Water Management (449), Pumping Plant 
(533), Pipeline (516), Roof Runoff Structure (558), Subsurface Drain (606), Underground Outlet 
(620), Diversion (362), Critical Area Planting (342), and Grassed Waterway (412).  Also 
included are:  Nutrient Management Conservation Activity Plan (CAP) (104), Integrated Pest 
Management CAP (114), and Irrigation Water Management CAP (118).  

 Q – Does the producer have to be new to SHTs?  What if they already have SHTs on their 
farm? 

A – Participants may be installing a high tunnel for the first time or may already have SHTs 
installed, and be eligible to apply for more if there is an identified eligible resource concern. 
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Q – Who will design the Seasonal High Tunnel System for producers? 

A – The NRCS Field Office Technical Guide standard requires that the SHT must be planned, 
designed and constructed in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations, and any new 
resource issues created by the SHT must also be addressed.  The tunnel frame must be 
constructed of metal, wood or durable plastic, and be at least 6’ tall.  This only includes the 
purchase of new SHTs.  The producer can install the SHT.  NRCS will not provide design nor 
installation assistance, but will field-verify that the Seasonal High Tunnel is installed on the 
contract acres.  

Q – Who is considered to be an eligible manufacturer? 

A - Kits are eligible from any commercial manufacturer who provides a warranty when their 
product specifications and installation instructions are followed.  It’s up to the producer to verify 
to NRCS that the manufacturer warrants the product they intend to install.  The requirement to 
purchase from a manufacturer and install according to manufacturer specs apples to all 
Seasonal High Tunnels receiving financial assistance through EQIP per the 798 standard. 

Q – Can a producer purchase hardware store components to build their SHT?  Can I bend 
my own posts?  What if I have a P.E. sign off? 

A – No, only kits purchased from a commercial manufacturer are allowed.  This is not an 
engineering standard.  A kit is the only type of SHT that applies. 

Q – Can I purchase the SHT now? 

A – Participation in EQIP requires having to wait until there is an approved contract.  Producers 
could do their research now on what they want so they are ready to go. 

Q – If I got my application in for the 2/3 deadline, and was approved, what is the 
likelihood that all of the paperwork would be completed so I could purchase the SHT for 
this season (April 1)? 

A – This is a National Initiative and states will receive funding after applications are ranked and 
approved by the NRCS National Office.  It also depends on the local workload and how fast they 
can get a contract processed – there is a possibility, however several things have to fall into 
place. 

Q – Is NRCS required to certify installation of the SHT? 

A –The producer will use the Seasonal High Tunnel System for Crops (798) Job Sheet to self-
certify that the SHT was installed using manufacturer’s recommendations.  NRCS only needs to 
visually confirm the SHT has been installed and also sign the job sheet.   
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Q – How big of an SHT can EQIP pay for? 

A – The maximum size allowed per participant/operation is 2178 SQ FT (such as 30’ x 70’) or 
0.05 acres.  One or more high tunnels can be scheduled for payment up to the maximum SQ FT 
limit of 2178 or 0.05 acres.  Participant/operation may elect to install an SHT larger than 2178 
SQ FT, however the payment is a maximum of the 2178 SQ FT cost.     

Q. Are any practices in addition to the Seasonal High Tunnel required? 

A – Per the Seasonal High Tunnel standard, planners must include supportive conservation 
practices to address all environmental concerns associated with the use of high tunnel systems. 
It is at the discretion of the planner to determine if additional (supporting) practices are needed 
to meet this requirement of the Seasonal High Tunnel standard. 

Q – How many times can a participant/operation participate in this initiative? 

A – The extent limit (2178 SQ FT) per participant/operation is in effect during the time the SHT 
is an interim practice.  

Q – How long would the EQIP contract be?   

A – It depends on the number and types of conservation practices in the application and 
contract.  The minimum contract length is the number of years where practices are planned to 
be implemented + 1 year.  So, if all the practices were implemented in year 1, the contract could 
be 2 years long.  

Q – Is the installation of supplemental heating, mechanical ventilation, electrical and/or 
irrigation systems included in the SHT payment? 

A – No.  The payment is only to cover the cost of the seasonal polyethylene cover (at a 
minimum, use a 6-mil greenhouse-grade, UV resistant polyethylene cover) and frame.  High 
tunnel systems are not greenhouses or low tunnel systems.  Any additional infrastructure is at 
the expense of the owner and the structure still needs to meet the definition of the SHT – a 
seasonal structure. 

Q – What is the difference between a “fixed” and “portable” SHT? 

A – The “portable” SHT has the capability to be moved from location to location.  The “fixed” 
SHT may be associated with a more permanent heating, ventilation, electrical or irrigation 
system and not planned or able to be moved. 

Q – Does “portable” SHT apply to SHTs on rails?  

A – Yes 
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Q – Can the high tunnel be rotated in the field? 

A – Yes, but the producer must ensure that any land that the SHT is moved to meets the land 
eligibility requirements for EQIP and the land must be in the contract to rotate during the 
contract period. 

Q – When does the SHT have to be installed? 

A – EQIP guidelines require that a practice needs to be installed within one year of signing the 
contract.  If the SHT is the only practice, then it needs to be installed within one year. 

Q – When does the producer get paid for the installation of the SHT? 

A – The producer is paid after they have self certified the construction and installation of the 
SHT to manufacturer’s recommendations and NRCS has confirmed the SHT installation. 

Q – What resource concerns can we consider addressing through the Seasonal High 
Tunnel Initiative?  

A – SHTs must address an existing resource concern on cropland, and those that most likely 
apply to SHTs were identified nationally.  In many cases, resource concerns such as “Energy 
Use” (if the crops will be marketed locally to save on transportation energy needs compared to 
the existing crops) and “Plant Condition” (if the existing crop health and growing season will be 
improved by using a SHT) will likely apply.  Other resource concerns such as soil erosion, water 
quality, irrigation efficiency, etc. may also apply depending on the site. 

Q – The practice standard and EQIP guidance allow raised beds, but do not allow pots or 
benches.  Please clarify. 

A – The raised beds allowance is referring to ridges or mounds = natural soil profile.  In other 
words, there can be no separation between the original ground surface and the bottom of the 
soil in the raised bed.  This is different between seasonal high tunnels and greenhouses – 
greenhouses have plants growing in pots. 

Q – Roof Runoff Structure is an eligible practice with the SHT Initiative.  How do those fit 
into this practice, particularly considering the sides of the SHT can be raised and 
lowered?  What about the curvature of the structure? 

A – Rock Trenches are the probable practice to use with SHT.  There are many different 
configurations of these structures and some have vertical sides.  While many configurations are 
allowed, vertical sided SHTs will work better with the rock trenches and allow easier movement 
inside of the SHT. 



National Initiative         Producer Handout 

Seasonal High Tunnel (SHT) System       2/10/12 

Indiana NRCS Questions & Answers 

 
 

5 
Helping People Help the Land 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

Q – How do cisterns fit in? 

A – A producer may choose to direct water from the roof runoff structure to a cistern for use in 
irrigation of crops inside of the SHT.  The producer can sign up for the scenario of “Cistern 
Collection and Storage” to receive funds for installation of rock trenches, a cistern tank, and any 
conduit needed to carry water from the rock trenches to cistern.  This entire system will fall 
under the $2006 unit payment.    

 


