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Saving Polygons or Lines from DNR Garmin 
 
 
Abstract 
This guide outlines steps to save Polygon or Line shapefiles from DNR Garmin. 
 
Steps: Load a Track to DNR Garmin from a GPS Unit or set DNR Garmin to Track for a series of points – 
Confirm the order of points in the table – Save as normal – When prompted, select “Polygon” or “Line” 
and click OK – Save the data again, choosing “Point” (optional) 
 
Details 
Saving data from DNR Garmin to create a Polygon or Line shapefile requires that the points in the DNR 
Garmin data table be in order and that “Track” be selected from the data type choices located above the 
table. 
 

1. Load Track data to DNR Garmin from a GPS unit (see the respective guides). 
 

2. After loading data, confirm that the data type selection in DNR Garmin is set to Track.  You can 
do this even if you loaded Waypoints from the unit. 

 

 
Illustration 1: In this example, two tracks have been loaded into DNR Garmin.  Each track consists of points listed in a sequence that 
will create a line or polygon feature (without crossover of the feature itself).  The two tracks are distinguished by the blue lines, which 
are also indicated by the “true” flag under the new_seg (new segment) column.   

  



 
NRCS Indiana GPS Task Guide  
DNR Garmin Software  

 

Page 2 of 3 

 
3. Verify the order of the points and modify it if necessary, deleting any extraneous or erroneous 

points.  Other than deletion of extraneous points, this would not be necessary for a track.  If 
working with Waypoint inputs that have been changed to a Track, this can most easily be done by 
renumbering the points in the ident column to be in your desired order and then sorting the ident 
column.  This can be difficult if you do not know the position of each point and the sequence for 
the points.  For that reason it is easiest to collect the points in order in the field and load that data 
into DNR Garmin. 

 

 
Illustration 2: In this example, only the first track is needed so the line items containing points for the 2nd track were deleted. 

 
4. Save the file as you normally 

would for saving shapefiles 
(see the guides for saving 
data from DNR Garmin). 
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5. A prompt for Output Shape geometry type will appear.  

From the prompt, choose line or polygon geometry, as 
needed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. (Optional)  You can also save the data a second time (steps #4 and #5 above) while changing the 
output file name and output shape geometry to Point.  This second file can be overlaid with the 
Track(s) file in ArcMap to see the points making up the Track(s). 
 

7. Add the data to ArcMap (if not already transferred directly into ArcMap).  If a polygon or line 
crosses over itself you will need to return to DNR Garmin and try to modify the data table for the 
Track to rearrange misplaced points or eliminate extraneous points before saving again.  This can 
be easier to do if you did the optional step 6 because you’ll be able to see the names of the points 
composing the shape of the track feature. 
 

8. (Optional)  If you created a line shapefile that needs to close on itself (return to the line’s point of 
origin) but you did not walk back to the point of origin in the field as is the recommended process, 
you can close the line by editing the shapefile in ArcMap.  Use the Create New Feature edit task 
to draw a new segment using snap settings to make sure the added line is flush with the existing 
line’s elements.  Then Merge the two segments. 

 


