
Setting the Coordinate System for an Image 
If you are using imagery from another source, it may not align with existing USDA data. To correct this, the 
coordinate system must be identified in a way that ArcMap recognizes. These instructions show one method of 
completing this. You will need to learn what coordinate system to use from the source of the data before 
performing this process. 

1. Start ArcCatalog  

2. Navigate to the appropriate folder (this will vary) 

3. Right-click on image, and select Properties 
from the menu 
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4. In the Raster Dataset Properties window, click Edit… 
(If anything other than <Undefined> appears here, it may not be 
necessary to perform this process. Proceed only if you have tried 
to use this imagery in conjunction with USDA imagery, and they 
don’t align.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. In the Spatial Reference Properties,  click Select 



6. Browse to the appropriate coordinate system, and click Add (this will vary):   
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

7. Click OK on the Spatial Reference Properties and Raster Dataset Properties dialogs. 

8. Repeat for other images as necessary. 

9. Close ArcCatalog. 
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