Indiana Pasture Management Stick
Instructions

The following are instructions for using the pasture stick.  Please follow the example and adapt to your own situation.

1. Go to the Estimated Dry Matter Yield Per Acre-Inch table to determine % cover.  For this example, use 75-90% cover.  Determine also the height of available forage in inches.  We will use 4 inches for the example.  Available forage is total height less desired reserve, (7inches total – 3 inches reserve = 4 inches available).

2. Turn stick counter clockwise to locate the type of Forage on lbs/Acre Inch Charts.  We will use Tall Fescue + legume.  The number from the chart is 200-300 lbs/Ac.

3. Now multiply 4 inches X 300 lbs = 1200 lbs dry matter per acre.

4. From the stick, obtain Daily Forage Intake % of body weight and grazing efficiency.  We will use a dry cow at 2.5% and Grazing Efficiency of 60% for 8 paddocks.

5. Now we can determine the animal numbers or days capacity by the following calculations.

Animal Number =

Available inches of forage X pounds of forage per acre inch X Acres X Grazing Efficiency




Animal Weight X Daily Forage Intake


= 4 X 300 X 2 Ac X 60%  /  900 X 2.5%  =  64 animals per 2 acres for 1 day








or 32 animals for 2 days








or 21 animals for 3 days

Days =

Available inches of forage X pounds of forage per acre inch X Acres X Grazing Efficiency


Animal Weight X Daily Forage Intake X Number of Animals


=  4 X 300 X 2 Ac X 60%  /  900 X 2.5% X 12 animals  =  
5.3 or ~ 5 days

