Field Collection of American Plum (Prunus americana)

DESCRIPTION: American Plum (Prunus americana Marsh.) is a large shrub or small
(to 24 ft) tree with dark, shaggy bark and trunk to 1-ft diameter. White (fading to pink)
5-petaled flowers appear before leaves. Leaves are alternate, simple, 2 to 5 in long, half
as wide. The yellow to red 1-in diameter stone-seeded fruit is palatable to wildlife and
humans. Prunus americana is closely related to P. nigra, Canadian Plum.
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WHAT TO COLLECT: Collect 100
to 500 mature fruit, representing the
entire stand.

WHEN TO COLLECT: Collect fruit
in late summer when it is mature. The
fruit should be pinkish or reddish in
color when mature.

HOW TO HANDLE COLLECTION:
To minimize spoilage, ship fruit
immediately after harvest. Use paper or
cloth bag (not plastic) with enough
absorbent material to contain potential
leakage. Send material and completed
collection form to:

Rose Lake Plant Materials Center
7472 Stoll Road

E. Lansing, MI 48823
517/641-6300 telephone

WHERE USUALLY FOUND:
American Plum is native to and may be
found in all states served by the
Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, North
Dakota, and West Virginia Plant
Materials Centers and beyond. It is
found in thickets, borders of woods,
streambanks, floodplains, and
fencerows.
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