MINIMAL EFFECT AGREEMENT

George smith

Farm No. 1000, Tract No. 100

Madison County, Indiana


This Minimal Effect Agreement sets forth the terms under which the manipulation of a wetland for crop production can occur. The area to be manipulated for minimal effect contains 0.10 acres of wetlands as shown on the attached aerial photograph in Field Un-1, Farm No. 1000, Tract No. 1000. Compliance with the terms of this agreement will meet the minimal effect requirements necessary for the landowner to remain in compliance with the Wetland Conservation provisions of the Food Security Act, as amended. 
This agreement only applies to the site approved by NRCS for Minimal Effect and is only applicable to the landowner’s responsibilities under the Wetland Conservation provisions of the Food Security Act, as amended.  Activities pertaining to this agreement may or may not be allowed under regulations from the jurisdiction of other local, state or federal agencies.  Permits or approvals required by other agencies are the responsibility of the landowner.

The NRCS “Procedure for Wetland Minimal Effect Exemptions, Indiana” has been completed. This procedure indicates that the area meets the criteria for a minimal effect determination.
The manipulation of the area designated as Minimal Effect will be limited to the following:

· Removal of woody vegetation including stems and stumps.
· Filling the site with earthen fill material.

· Installation of surface and/or subsurface drainage 

The landowner shall notify NRCS within 7 calendar days after all approved manipulations are completed.  After receiving landowner notification and NRCS approval, the wetland designation will be changed to Minimal Effect (MW).  The Minimal Effect determination will be documented on form NRCS-CPA-026E and NRCS will provide copies to the landowner and the Farm Service Agency (FSA).

If the terms of this agreement are violated, NRCS will cancel the MW designation and issue a revised wetland determination on form NRCS-CPA-026E. Violation of this agreement can result in the loss of all USDA program benefits to the landowner and applicable tenant farmers as determined by the FSA.

NRCS or its designees will be granted the right of ingress and egress to the minimal effect area for the purposes of monitoring compliance with this agreement.  NRCS shall contact the landowner prior to inspecting the Minimal Effect site.

The applicant has one year from the date of the signature as approved by NRCS to complete the approved actions for Minimal Effect.  If the actions are not carried out within that time period, the agreement will be cancelled. If the landowner is still interested in pursuing a minimal effect exemption at that time, a new evaluation and agreement must be completed.

All parties to this agreement agree that implementation of the terms of this agreement will provide final resolution of disputes over the minimal effect requirements of this site as required under the 1985 Food Security Act as amended.

Manipulation of the wetland approved for minimal effect can begin after this agreement is signed by the landowner and NRCS. 

Any alterations of the minimal effect area for maintenance or other purposes beyond that allowed by this agreement shall be done only after the landowner has requested and obtained approval of the NRCS. Work done for these purposes will meet the conditions given by NRCS at that time.
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Natural Resources Conservation Service

No representation is made by the Natural Resources Conservation Service as to the existence of nonexistence of underground hazards.  At least 2 working days prior to the start of construction, the owners of pipelines or other underground utilities must be notified of the pending construction.  Utilities that participate with the Indiana Underground Plant Protection Service, Inc., can be notified by calling 1-800-382-5544, Toll Free.
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