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Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.

2. Do not graze diversion during establishment or when soil conditions are wet.

3. Protect diversion from damage by farm equipment and vehicles.  Do not use diversion as roadway and practice care when crossing to prevent tillage marks, wheel tracks or ruts.

4. Add fill as necessary to maintain the design height of the ridge.

5. Remove sediment deposits from channel to maintain the design depth and capacity and to prevent ponding in channel bottom.

6. Fertilize to maintain a vigorous vegetative cover if the diversion is grassed.

7. Control tree and bush growth by hand cutting, mowing, or chemicals.  Avoid damaging grass with herbicide sprays.

8. Mow diversion regularly to maintain a healthy and vigorous sod.  Time the first mowing after nesting birds have hatched (after August 1).  Remove excess growth.  Do not burn or overgraze.

9. Promptly repair eroded areas in or adjacent to the diversion.

10. Repair all broken or damaged subsurface drain or tile lines adjacent to or in the diversion.

11. Keep the risers to underground outlets clear and redistribute sediment build up so the riser is in the lowest place. Maintain animal guards.

12. Maintain effective erosion control of the contributing watershed to prevent sedimentation and the resulting loss of capacity.

13. If a waterway is used for an outlet, see Waterway O&M Sheet.

14. Check frequently for burrowing animals.  When found, remove the burrowing animals, replace embankment materials, and reseed.

